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HISTORICAL THFORMATTON

Millar (L915), whila conducting & federmlly cosmimsicned big game survey along the sasc slopes
of the Rockies, stated that the goat was "swarywhers prasent along the East alops in nushera that it
would be difficolt to estimate, but cartainly well wp In the thoussnda™. When vou couple this
rafsrence and che review of bighorn sheep in the Cansdisn Rockies by Stelfox (1971}, it {s swident
thar goat popilacions Jid por greacly decline (n cthe lace sightesn amd sarly ninecesn bendreds as
did the sheep and elk populstions, Seelfox staced that during the pericd L8860 to L%L5 sheep numbers
daclingd frem in excess of 10.000 anisals ©o pbour 1,500 animals. Elk nusbers decteased [ro= 2
population &n the thousasds to a 1915 pepulation of not sové than 165 (Hillaw &p. 5!_.:__.:|. Tha
primary causes of this great redweécion in abeop asd ell susbera was the indiscriminate Bembing. with
firearas,: by tesident indiane. explorecs. siners: railway bolldecs and sectlers (Dumodwllieg ot al.
15733 .

The souncaln goat was soc part of chis saesive harvesc. Millar (op. eie.) scmred char "che
comparative romotoness of ite range, the worthivssnoss af 1w hides, t emall ssceem In which iE
is hald sither am 8 Erophy or aw & source of menc, &nd the abusdance hitherto. of other more
denirable and sore sasily obcaimed big game hava all accribuced to save the goar Erom che rapid
decling In msbers bafallen soat of the othar hig gass of che Roelisa™.

Bant = Tha firet hinting season vas legislated under the 1907 Albherta Game Act;
mu‘l‘ﬁ'ﬁ"ﬁ in the fall of 1909, rusning from Sepresber 1 o October 14 (Table 1). Iz wan
an gither sex seasom with oo restriceicens on age or size. The entire provinge vas open and ten
grace could be taken. The season wny oxbended to seven waeks in 1717, Ia 1911 eely ani=als cover
ona yoar of age or wich & =indsus horm lengeh of lOcm (4 in) were legal gasa.

Mapy chapges vers laplésented beginning (o 1907 (Table 2)i soat were cancermed with opeaing
and cloming of special arsss and zones and season opening dates. The seaxon was reduoced to s 13
day for sosr of che goat hunciog arsas fn 1968, with che Willmore Arass shosm fn Fig. 1 am che ooly
arow open to goat lamting im 19488, This constituted & silseable reduction in the ssount of area
span for huneing. A complete provipeinl zlosure was asnsceed im 1970 sgnd ressined chis way uncil
1572 vhan ene ares was tetpened for twe weaks with 75 pammita balag laaved. Trem 1973 te LU7E sha
nmdiar of parmits faswesd annually waas 50.

Hanting Preseure aod Sise of Harvest = Non=-residents were the principal hunter of mountain
goacs in tha prowince from 1909 co 1949 (Quasdviisg sE al. 1973). This was mainly due to the face
that goar populaticss wers lnacessaible to resldents. Alss, reaidents 404 mor yalus the gasr sicher
a8 & EFOPRY OF & source of maar. Goat honting wae probably oot excessive except in localized arean
close to settlemente during this tiss. The sverage anmual reported goar kill becwesn 1907 and 1924
wap &%z o high of 61 wane harvested im 1910 ond & low of 24 in 1914, Harvestc figurss for tha vears
of 1924 o 1949 ara nodt availabla.

Tha post-1930 partiod pav an incressdd hunting imtereat and reselting Intenalve 1-“1.*1“'; af all
provincial gost populatioms. As estisated total of 3,251 godts were harvested from 18990 co 1972,
with the greatest yearly harvest cccurting from 1956 to 1964 (Table 3). Thers was 3 scesdy decline
in the nmmber of goats harvested botwwan 1967 (134 goacs) and 1969 (34 gosce).

Parmic bumelag asd shor: sassond has rodulted in a4 arabilised haevedt aince 1972 (Table 43.
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Tablae 1.

A susmary of henting seaspons for sountain goats of Alberta, 1907 = |84,

Year Spanon Opaslng Hisher of Days Bag Beatrictiona
§ Closing Dates Open o Huncing Limic

1907 - 1904 o opEm sanson

909 - 1911 Bapr. 1 - Dec. 16 L 2

1812 Bapr. 1 = Occ. 14 17 r i

1913 = 1916 Bapr. | = der. 14 i1 i

1917 = 1918 sapr. 1 = Qek. 14 37 2

1919 fapr. 1| - Ber. 1 53 2

1930 Sepr. 1 = ez A 52 b

1931 - 1923 Bepe. 1 = Oee. 1 53 ] Cvar 1 year of

age or a sislsus

1923 Sepe. 1 - Oee. 10 L 1 ::r:.ﬂti (& Ln}

1924 = 1925 Sept. 1 = Oct. N 1 1

L8 = 1529 Sspr. 1 = Oecc. M 51 1

1930 = 1931 Sepe. 1 - Oge. N1 L3 ] 1

1912 Sapt. 1 - Det. M 52 1

1933 Sapt. 1 = fct. 31 3 1

1934 fepr. 1 - Der, M n 1

L33 “pr. 2 - Gox. 21 5 2

1936 Gept. 1 - Oet. ) 53 2

1937 Sepr. 1 = Der. 30 32 2

1938 fepr. 1 = Oor. 0 52 2

1939 dape. 1 - Oeras 1L = 1

1940 Sept. 2 = Oct. 3 32 1

1841 - F942 Sepr. 1 = Oec. 11 33 1

1643 Sepr. 1 - Oce. 30 52 i

1944 - 1343 Sept. 1 - Dat. I1 a2 |

b Bepts § = Ocks 31 5t ¥

1047 Sept. 1 = Oce. 31 53 1

1948 Sept. 1 - Oet. M0 52 1

Lasn Bept. 13— Oct. 15 27




Table 2. A simmary of hsmbing seasonsd for soustaiy goats of Alberta, 1950 - 1976.

Year Seawon Opening susber of Days sag Restrictions and Areas Open’
& Cloming Daten Opan te Muncing Limik

1930 Sept. L5 - Ost. 3 Ak 1 Entlrs Proviace Dpen

1931 fapt. L = D=z 13 m i

1932 = 1953 Bapt. 1 = Qet. 13 b 1

LB54 fape. L - Dee. 20 52 L

1935 Sapt. I - Bet. M 52 L

18546 Bapt. 1 = Oar. 13 a7 1

1957 Sept. 1 - et. 1L 33 L Zons 8 Closed

19587 Bepl. | - Det. U b | 1 Special Areas 1, 2, 1
Sapt. 1 = Dct. 30 52 L Souath of the Bow
Sepr. I = Oct. 18 &2 L forch of cha Bow

1959 Sape. | = Qet. )l il 1 Spacial Areas 1, 1, 3
Sapr. 1 = Det. LF &) i Zones 1 - 18

] Bept. 1 — Oek. IV il 1 Lonés 1-8, 11-15 & Special Areas
Sapt. 1 = Dek. 22 L5 1 Zonea 9 & 10

1846l Sapc. | - Gez. 18 0 1 Zonea 1-8, 13-1% & Spacial Areas
Sapt. | = Oat. 31 44 i fones 9 & 10

1962 Sspt. 1 - Dem. 1l 52 1 Zonea 1-8, 1I-15 & Special Arass
Bapt. 1 = Oeci. IO &3 L Zenes 9 & 10

1943 duig. 31 = Now. 2 55 1 fones 12=13% & Specisl Areas
dug- 31 - dex. 16 i3 i Zones 1-18

L4 Fapt. 1 = 0er. JL 12 i S0 = 444

1565 Sept. | - Oet. 10 52 1 Ba0d - L44

1584 Sapt: 1 = Now. 30 78 1 5400 = a4l (54dd Closed)
Sopr. 1 = Oex. M 50 1 8400 = &30

LB6T SapE. 1 - dwe. IJL il i Sa00 - 438, 5440 B ba3

1564 hug. 31 - oec. 3 53 i BLid, 42 & 410
Bopts Il = Dck: 5 13 1 5417 = 438 & 3408

lHﬂa fapr. Il - Oex. I8 p | 1 Will=ors Specisl Area Only

1910 - 1571 Seagom Closed

lﬂ-'ﬂ* k. 2 = Oet. 15 ik i Parvion of B412

1!1]’ Oet s 3 = Deks 13 13 i To be takes in area of

descination

174 Sepe. 30 = Oex. 12 13 i

l.‘l?.ll Sapt. 1% = Qer. Ll 13 1 Coapuleory Esgistracion

1974 Rapt. 27 —.Dek. 9 13 1

1[“ over ans year of age or & =minloum of L0-am (4 ia) horne restrictios waas In affec: for che encire
:_Plrl.lip Also beglnning in 19357, W.H.U. 5410 was open o bow huntlog.
glons and arrou hunting saly was Inicisce® in Zows 3.
Sunday humbing In the groan arses sas inltinted.
e 1971 peanon was 5 parmic ssason and @ cocal of T3 permice wan Lewwed.
11.'I'|l 1973=74 seazons = M) permite wvere Lewoed. {'111- 181316 seanoms = 4% permitn were Lssved.
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Table 3. The estisaced mountain goat harvest for Alberta, 1930 = 1974,

son son Total
Tear Renidant Hesident Resident Estimated

Canadian Alisn Kill
1950 130 - - 150
1951 0 - - L
1832 b1 1 &0 a2
185) T - &0 110
1938 1 - ik 147
1955 T - LT 128
1954 150 3 20 211
1937 .5 (44.9) {116.0)
1954 94480 (40.13 f136.7)
1958 (129.4) (82, 5) (209.9)
1940 {138.9) (88.0) (224.9)
11 114 &5 181
1962 169 2 138
1963 i 123 254
1984 124 a m
1045 98 a6 154
1064 LT 111 193
7 -1 ] 126
1968 a4 s 89
1868 2 » =
1970 = 1971 SEASON CLOSED
1972 22 22
197 14 1
1974 13 13
1973 8 2
1976 9 9
FERTOD
TOTAL 2054 .4 1281.1 ¥335.5

1
Annual reporced poat kill sacimates vere cbtained frem the hunter guestiopnaive returne with fhe

exceptions of the yeara 1957 = 1980 for which kill estimstes ware extrapolated and for the
1967 & 196% for which kill escisates wera chcained from che A=snual Reporen (19468 & 1%70). Figures
for 1972 o 1878 are nor escimates.
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Tabla &. Sussary of goat huating seasoms in Albarea, 1972 = 1978,

TEAT S, q[ Farmlea Ho. of lnters Bacceswfal Unguwceesffual Femalis Hilém Sueszess

lwaued Huaneing Buncars Buntars Ellled Eillad Raca
w7l L] ) Iz is 12 i 353
1973 50 1] 14 o T 7 1=
1974 51 n L1 1% L] 7 40T
1875 53 &3 28 15 18 1 LA
1eTE Al hd 29 15 13 L& #3%
TOTAL 280 194 i0s 50 55 51

licenning and Licenns faésa (1909 - 19770 - During che pericd 1909 - 1949, che goaL s Cer Wi i
t-qudrﬁ tr ba lm passesslon ol & resident Big Gamm License of & morr-tesidmt Geoscal Gase Licemsc,
In 1942, che resident Big Game Licemse fee smm 32.00 and the non-resident Geaneral Cene License fem
wng 330.080. This sscicled che holder co take one sals sooptaln sheep, one soentain goat (sales of
female), one deer, one sales soose, one cariboy (male or female), one male elie with head of sight
pointe or over, two male sntelope, and (subject o Sacciom f{c) of che Regulacicme} one Bear of sach
spacien (Alberca Gazecce 1943). Inm 1943, che meaidenc Big Cams Licensa wan increassd from $21.00 to
§3.00 and & non-reaidant Big Game License wan introduced at a fea of §100.00. In 1944, a 525.00
goat poyalty was introduced and was additive to the pon-resident Dig Goms Licensing fes. In 1948,
the Blg OGame Licensd wos [ree of chicge. Royaltles wers resoved In 1950 and the previcus resident
and nop=resident fig Game Licenses were redncroduced. From 1950 to 1953, the goat hunter was
required to e in poaseda lon of a Big Gams License. 1Tn 1933, che Bdg Game License was awmmilable at
a Few of 35.00 for residents, #50.00 for non=resident Canadisns, amd 5100.00 for acp=cesidenc alisns.
In 1958, the resident 2ig Geme Licomee wvas roplaced and the resident goat hunter was requlred to
purchanes & SL0.00 Sheap and Coat Licemmsa. Im 1941, this licemse vas ceplaced by a B7.30 Resident
Coat Licende. Up wneill 1969, the non—resident goat hunter continued to Tequire & Genaral Big Gase
License which pammitted tha Sdking of 4 sheep, antlered gase, and hlack besr in additfon to 4 gaat.
In 1972, permicts were f{msued to residents only and the permlt fes was 510,00 The permlt aml (e
scructurs char was incrodeced ia 197 are =cill balng used.

CURRENT DISTRIBUTIOR

Pressntly an sscisaced populaciom of 1300 goata inhabir about 70 parcent of fts Biscerizal
range (Fig: 1) In Albecta. Approximately 50 percent of this total ace found between 53% — 5490
and 1187 - 1309 {n an ares referced to as the Willmore Pack. Othet concentrations occur in the
Whitegeat and SLffleur Wildernsss areas, sid che Esnsnaakls, Elbow, Sheep aod Highwood rivers
drainages (Fig. 1}. Other tsolsted berds are peattored aloag the sant elopes of che Rockles.

An unsatural o transplant hard s locsced on Shunds Moumtaism east of Nordegg: A& total of
V goats (2 males and 5 femalsa) vas transplanted Suring July and August of 197I. Twa Kide wvarw
observed on Shunda Hountain In 1975 and In 1976 afgmifyiag inltial avccéan of cthis tramsplant.

CENSIFE TECHMIGURS

Cansuning of geat populscions was historically carvied cut with & fixed wing adrcrafc
poncurrent with censusing of msuncaln shaap populacionm. Halleoprer surveys wares initisted in the
late 1960 replacing the fixed wing surveya. Slsce 1972 goat surveys have besn conducted separace
from sheep surveys. These sutweys are condocted doring the Fleat twd weeks of July on & yoarly
bauis in hnced arsas and every chres years in aress closed to huncimg.

Surveve are condocged In ceo ways. Warersheids of sresw closed o huncing are flown ac
pltituder vherohy the aircraftc iz abour half wvay betusen the top of the sountain and cres line and
far snough swvay [rom che sounceis to give survey crews a good viev of the entire area. Hounmtain
rangas are surveysd in a clockwisa divection giving cotal coverage of che area, When goats are
aighted chey are clamaified aa adules (one year and older] ot kids. The ascond method sempleved Ln
tha honmted aream and is similsr to the [iret except that the classification Is carried owk From che
ground. Ypom sighting a herd of goats the crew is dropped off and with the afd of spotting mcopes,

elassify the snimals a9 to wdulte, vearlings and kide (Table 3).
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Figere 1. Discribution of Meuwntain Coags in Albarca.
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Table 5. Clansificarion of goars within the huntciog sras.

Tear Taarlinga ::ﬂfur :::' :::I- vict Total W;:w ﬂif‘w
1874 20 54 21 53 131 il 5. 34 9.75
1975 &7 A 37 108 % 133 3.5 10. 58
1974 34 &3 1 15 1l s 17.39 21,65
1573 8 1 13 187 169 11408

'm.ul,u-ltl.ﬂ sdulew
Inm: of kide per bundred goato

ALl goas surveye are dons ac presant during che susser momchs becauss of chaarviog difficulsiam
is Ebe winter. The reassn For thia Ls chaf goata occupy the more apem alplne maadows during summer.

MANAGEMENT

Bon=tunted populagions = Attempts are sade to ecollect the folloving data from goat populations
iz areas clossd co humeisg: populacion decreass oF Increass; sax racie of young to adults, and
expanaion imtd aurcoundimg aress. Mumbher of goats in thess areas is curreatly sstimated at 600.
Most godats In sen—buatlsg areas ace found In recreational arcas of relagively high human uen.

Tunced lations = Thoss arems open co hoocing sre sicuated in the sortherm portiom of
.ﬂ.hﬂ:.l.ll EoAL ranga Hi.- 1}:. The ares han bees divided into wizx poses using locacioma of imdividusl
herds and drainege system d8 a base. A total of 30 permits im allocted for an sither sex, one

animal ssason which taies place during che firsc owo weseks of Qocober each year. The barvesc has
varisd from 11 =o I alscs 1972, while the auccedn tate has varied from 13 to 63 percent (Tabla &).

it goal s to harvest outr goats et & cate Bot highee thas 10 percent of the kbhown mmsber of
goats in any given rope. Ouor present level of harvest (1972 = T6) is five percent, which say be a
more raaliscic level in 1ighc of che apparent high race of sorralicy ssong kids and the low recroice
mnl rate.

blems - Managessnt probless as sesn by tha suchor are choeefold: what in the
mortallty rate aseng kide, what {8 the recrultsent rate and vhat are the goat's movement and
aigration patterma? One mist have soss koowledge about all thres problems before good ssnagessmt
can be carcisd out. MHortalicy and recrultesnt races musc be koosm mo tThar harvesc rates do noc
wxceed che saturs] recrultment level. Movement and migration patterna are important when your
managenent plan v based on the nusbar of goacs per drainage system,
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