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Bacil 1971 the Yukon Come Sranch waw s agency concerned solaly with enforcesent and adminis—
Erative matters, Whlle there vas o genaral ispression about the distribution of big gass anicals
ower the Yakos Tervicory based oo laformacion obtained fros outfitters and huntecs, no accunl gase
murvays had besn made. Hunting requlations were sdopted f'rom those of nelghbourismg jariediceions,
and 4 Cansdlan Wildiife Service biologist served as special sdvisor to the Commissioner of the
Yukon Territofy om fase Sanagessnt macters.

Ir 1571 che Yukon Came Wramch followed the exs=ple sec by tha Borchwest Territories Came Brasch
and begin to hire ity dwn bislogisks. A Tercitory-swide Big game invencory was begum la 1573 and
bas se far covgred about ene-thitd of the Yukon. The Yukon Is divided {ntc 1l gase sanagesent cones,
and ehe prossnt budget allows the Game Oraneh bo cover one gase senagenent tone per year wich chis
inventery. Asrlal aurweys are conductéd twlce & year; onme in July o do claselfisd counte, and ome
in Februsry to locats and map winkter ranges. Urllizing helicoprers for susmer counts, populacion
antimates are considered fairly relisble, wisce all gosats are st alpine elevacions and thelr white
costs show up wery distinecly sgalose the dark Sockground of cliffe or slpins seadowvs.

DISTRLSUTION ARD ABUNDANCE

Goar rangss extend anly ilneo the ssuthsrn one-thitd of the Yukon Territory, snd weing che
eriteria of productivity aml goat denslty, these ranges are =marginal compared o thoas of Aricish
Colosbis mtd the Alaska Panhandls.

Hith the oxceprion of Game Hanagement Zome 10, all gume menage@ent zonad that are Knowm Do
hrve goat populacions or have had thes in recant timas, have besn covarsd by sur hig game laven-
taries. Hemce our populacion sstisaces for Yukon are connldeved Calrly celiable. The escimates
given for Case Managessent Dome 10 are haswed oo ioformation obeained From the big game surfitrere in
the area: K. [nssard, ©, Martlm and D. Saarch.

Figurs 1 shows che diacridwcion of goat roages In che southern Yokom {3 relacisn 2 =ha pesa
managemenl sones. Table | mewarires che populstion sstimacas.

Takla 1. Pepulacicn sstissces of ssumtain goabs la the Yuhes Territery.
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t done & - Thia gone comprisss the newly—sstablished Klsane Matlonal Park asd
Eha ad jacant Elusne Gase Sanctuacy {Fig. 1Y. Detalled SETVEYE conducted by Hoefs (1¥71) and
Christiansen (1973} estimated the totel gosr popularion sc abour §080 wich variable densities
locally. Elghr fsolaced small populacions are found north and sast of the §lime River (Fig. 1)
while populations are sore of less continuous at o denwity of | pow Hh] woukh of the Slims Niver
to the Kathieen Lake - ¥ockeye Lake walley. These aress are prime babitets for dall shesp. Goet
populatisns are copcimusun and densd ip the mouchermooot porciom of the Eluana area, from the
Kathlesn Lake - Sockeye Lake walley aauth 0o the British Colusbia horder. This ia the hest goat
hablear In the Yokon with an average desaity of more than 1 goat per 2.5%s? and & considerably
highar demalty arownd “Gosthsod MHowntain", Goats are the most abundant mgulaces in chis souchern
portion of the Elusme sred, wikth dall sheep representced cmly fn small, disconcinoous populscicns
(doefs, 1971).

T = This aren (Fig. 1) comtaing good goat Tanges along iim meuthern
bardat, howevwet. populaciona havwe Sesn decisated by heavy hunting. Present estimates indicace &
total population of oot soce than 100 (Heefa. 1974&). Resnant, amal] populatlons ave fould darsusd
Bennett Lake and in taolated aves In the siulbweal portion.

Gams Management Fone § - Goat ramges in this sove (Fig. 1) are rescricted oo 1te scurbeest
COFTRT 4mmm Lake (iindy Arn) and drey Kidge slomg the Carcrogw Eoad. The total populncion
is sotimated at about 10 (Hopfs, 197L),

Cams_Management Zope 10 - Thia ares (Pig. 1) han not been survayed yet and inforsatios on gost
distribution was obtained from the cutfittera in this area. Ssall populaticns ate reported for che
Caonalar Mountalns, the Pelly Moustalans along Bleck Niver, and the "Thirtymile Zonge™ wesc of Half
River: Tha total gost populations io this ares appear to be poc more chan B0 oo 100.

Camis Manageosnt Tone )11 = This srea (Fig, 1) inelodes extensive goat ranges im tha Lagan
Moymtaine and o wmall population in the Ltsi Mange, the sorchernmast population (63° M) Io the
Yeksn. Decallsd sucveys wers conducted last vear and the tatsl population 14 eatissted at about
o0 (Bosfs aod Lorcls, L900). Howvewer, 4t appears that goat heabiltst io this ares 1s sarginel, wich
denalties an L ai 1 Eealb pat ﬂh’, extremuly low 4f ooe conmdders chat thers ars no ahsep In
this range to compete with goacs am in ocher arsas of che Yokon. Produceivicy appedrs also o be
vory low in this range. Of 200 goats classified during our survey, onily 23 (11.8 peccent) wars
kide. This ls hardly stough to compensate for adelt morcalicy.

In addition to the “resident” populations described above, individual goats or small groups
have besn observed in recenc years in che fellowing locaticna: Grey Midge vast of Wlteborae,
MeClimtaok Mountaln and Tealin Hiver sres sast of Whitehirse. and Sifcon Range norchuese of
Wl vehorme .

Thers are a mmber of other locations where goatm are kncwn to hivs sxisted in small popula-
tlons in recent history, bur whers they spparencly hove heer extarmimaced. Thess mress inzluode:
Wite Mountaing nesr lokes Corner, Eockslide Croek In ehe Klusne Ronge. HMiseral Creek im ths
Elusne fenge. Tincup Loke sres in the Rluane Hange, and an unnamed mounmtaln east of Plekhandle Lake
alleng the Alnakn fighway. TYoumgman (1975) Liata isennfireed fecords from Carmacks, Toshwtone Mi.,
and esven Laplerre House.

ia mu=mary, the grat population in che Yukoo is presencly sscisaced ac abowr 1800. & slighsly
sodiffed ewtimate may be sscabllshed once gose inveitories hawe bheen corried out im Came Msnagesent
Eoow 10. OF che cocal of Q400 gascw, 900 are wunder full proceccies in the Elusse Park aved, as la
& small population of parhaps I0 goats in Gesa Managesent Zons 9. Goats in the obthdr arsas arw
surbjert to huntisg pressure of varying dagrean.

HANAGEMENT OF GOATS I¥ THE YUNDH
It appaars that all gosca in the Yekon, st leasr all honted populations, sre of ehe subapecies

Orossnos ssofdicamus colusbise. Cose mspagesent pracgices tharefors can Concantrate oo Ehe abatus
and parfaresnce of goat populations omd noed nor sceos=sdits Eawanomic qusstiona.

In spice of the Face that moumtals goaks dee the recest big geme specliea in che Yokon with
anly about 300 subject fo hamtleg, gase laws wntll 1974 wore very llberal. Thare was 8 Territory=
wide open sesssn of three sonths duratlon (Aug. I to Sepr. 30}, sod gones of sither sen could be
shot as long as thelr horne were 10cm (4 in} loag. This provision only protectod the kide of the
year, wince yearling goacs alresdy have hoves longer than i0cm by the time the hunting meascn
srares in Aufust,

When S04 geme invesntories verw started In 1971 and 1974, it moon hecame Apparént chat the
relatively small goat populations wers subject to severe honcing pressure and thac goats in sose
AfEan warTe dlﬂuitlij‘ aver=harvested. Table 2 lace che smepusl haevear agatistis for Aoates over
the pasc 23 yearm. Whils 30 o M goare per asassa In the sarly 1970's may nof sppesr excessiva
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from a total population of about 500, ane has to realles that hisbing preasucs was nobt evenly
distributed, belng comcentmmted 1o accessfble arsan. In particular; Gems Hanageosnc Tones 7 and %,
eguth of Whicshores, were heavily hunced with ac lessr I goats cakes out of & population of abuut

LoD animals im 1973,
Takla 2. CGoar harvese atatiscics for cha Tukan Territery.

fanaon Hon=Residence Eealdonce Trappors Toral E411
19TRSTT W T 1 7
19757 Th 16 B 1 25
197475 20 16 a i
1973/ n 15 ] 43
197273 I 20 2 S
1an/ne a2 1T 3 b
s 19 i | h 1]
1969779 19 18 1 L)
LR6RES 69 ] 14 2 22
19671648 26 18 1 &5
1566767 i [ L] 1]
163/ 68 e 1% 1 ¥
PR T 17 T 1 i
L9635/ e ¥ Il ] H
1962/83 & il 7] 1%
19EL 42 5 13 ] 18
1960761 ] & 3 16
1955760 1 ] a 14
19358/ 3% ] 13 ] i1
1957/ 58 & a 1 15
1936757 5 ] 1 14
1955/ 56 9 T L] |
1938155 # L - | 1
1953/ 54 1 - & 12
1952753 i L | 2 7
5UH 354 187 a9 Lt
PERCENT 5.7 &1.3 7.0 100.0

A nmber of restrictions were fmposed for the 1974 huncing seasom with the ohisctives of
reducing the harvesr, particularly thar of female gosts, and allowing the depleted populations im
GCapa Managemant Zomen 7 and 9 o recover. Im 1974 wich the ascablishment of Cams Maonagemsnc Zonam
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tha Came ODranch vas able to deal vith these dgpleced populstioms separately Erom those of orhar
arsan, largaly impccesmible. apd hunced primsrily chroogh cucficcars guiding non-rasdidants.

The following Aew regulations cass Inta affect fa 1974t [femils goats eaccospanied by a kid wars
procecced: all goats with & horn leagth of less than Z0cm {3 in) vere protected; the leagth of the
open deascn Ln Gazm Manngessnt fone T wvas reduced to one pooch (Sepr. 1 to Sepr. 3): Gama Manage=
ment Zone § usgs clomed to goat honting, and; sll hesds of the gosrs takem had ro be svbalrced ro
the Came Bramch for inupection and meaEuring.

Bvesn though chers vas soasidarable cppasition by the humting commumlty ©o tha new regulaticna,
in partlicular fe the “B-lmch (Mea) rule™ the chisctives of the Casms Branch wiare achiewed:. The
annual harvest doring the past three years Le lews than 50 percent of whit (¢ bhad been during the
early 1970"s,; and sore fsportancly, chere is sore protecciom of the bresding stock. ®Frior o 19546
the sex ratio fo the harvest une arownd 30150, wvhile daring the past three years it han been #3:33
tn favour of billies.

Tha sffecen of the "G-imeh (I10em) rule™ are abown in Flgure I in which the cumulagive Born
growth La plotted agaloat the age of the goats. This ruls protects all goata lesn than theee yeass
old and females In certailn populations (GME 11} until they are in their F{fth growing semson.

The facr char iz {s mow cospulsory to subslc ekulls for sessurssante allowed che Qame Branch
to do o nmmber of stscieticel tests. Only those foctocs found to Be significantly differemc (93
pacrcant c.1l.) arm swncioned balov.

I} teata ahet Lo GHE 1l arve significancly older this thoss shot La 22 7,
G Ly g = 7.0 years & 1.6, 0= I9
Tiox = 5.2 yanrm * 2.3, o= &1
Thia furthar substenciates the different degres of huncing pressure to which chess cwo popula-
plons are axposml.

1} Males have significantly larger horm bases than females.
P E= 11,39 # 0.3em, 01 = 5]
i X = Iﬁ.ﬂ:ﬂ.ﬁn. n= 27
While thin En & koown fack. exsct statistics were previcuvaly not avallable for Yukon goata.

3} Male_horn growth in che firsc owo years in significencly larger than Pemale horn growth.
E‘1 Ee= lhf = L.bem, n = &)
P xm L& & 1. Fem, no= 37

&) Pemala horn growveh durlisg ke ehird growdng ssassn le slgniflecantly larger than ssle horn

31 Te dace wample siEew are not large snough o show o mignifizanc difference in herm growth Taces
bacwean the fesales of GHI 7 and chose of @EE 11, even thaugh indicacions are in that direczion
{dee Flgure 2}.

Bacaume of Ehe Limieed distciboticon of goacs in the Yokon. their sconomic Isportaocce to the
Territory im ooc wery large. liHl.:I._iiIu: huncars who want co bag o goac oesd co choaindn addicion to
chalr huneing Licensss (53.00k o gosr cag for 30.00. Hon=resident hunters can only hunt through @
registered outficter. In additiswm to thelr licemse of $100,00 (850.00 1Ff Camadiam) and the goac
tag (§31.00), they have to pay & teophy fee of §100.00 after complecion of a succesnful goat Buenc.

During 1975, 150 resident huntera obtaimed & goat cag but enly slght were aucceasful for a
smceedn race af anly 5.7 pereént. Durlng the same year T2 nda-redaident hunters pbitained a goat Eag
af which 16 were succesaful Tor & swccess tabte of 2.5 percent. Total veveowes collected by the
Game Branch for goat hunting during that season therefore was less chan 52, 000.00. The sconomie
lmportanca of goat huncing to cthe Yekon curficcers” Industey is very low also. Bven thoogh flve
outficting arean hove goace in chem, only one = locaved in GHE |1 = depends heavily on goats am
ghare are very fev shoep fn this ares. This cutficter’s harvest of geace how averoged 12 per
saason and af rises bas been am high as 27 {1972).

The Gamse Sranch Pesls that che present regulatioos sy be sulflcient to allow the goac popula-
tions to maintadn theswelwves. PFoaching so far has poc besn a probles. To dece re=introduccions
inco forsarly occupled ranges have not besn accespoed in che Yukon.
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