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Abstrack) The curfént statud of Lhe ssentain gost [(Orsasmesn ssericamial Le Horeh America ia
reviowed asing resulte of guestioopaices seng to sanagessnt agoncies. OFf the nioe United Stetew

and four Camadiam provimces or cerricories wich goats, Bricish Columbis Bas che largsst nacive
populacion. Mowntain goat ramge Including curtent, historlo, sml iacroduced pomilacions is
summariged by saps provided by wildlile biclogists, Census techmigques are described. Mountain
oMt DANAgemant Approachbes are ceviewed and hancing tegulaciona mmmarized. Only mix acaces apd
four provinces have buntable goat populacicons. Goat Bunting regulations have become much mare
rﬂl:ﬂ:i:i in receat years and nearly all sanagésent agesciss have initiated sose type of "permip
anly" ing.

The socuntain gost (Oressnos ssericemis) is found only in northeestern Borth Meerice. Altbough
four subspeciss Ezaricanus, 0. 8. colusbias, O, 8. kincedy, aod ©. 8. missoulae)
were recogoized At one time, Cowan and MeCrory (1970) found no walld reasoma for recognizing sub—
npecles withla Opeasimes «  Alebough subapecles daalgnatlons sccaslonally oceur o the
l.i.l:ll.'ltul.'lz+ most authoricies (Covun, Pers. comm.) do not split the species.

Thin paper is & compendium of reporcs soliciced from all staces; provinces, and terricories
throughout msountain goat Fange. The goat biolepgist from sech of the managesent sgencied was sent
o “statup-mpnegemant cutlime” end cover latter cequasting specific informstiom on mouncaln goat
distribucicn [(both historic and curcent], census techniques, and sanagesent. [ would like co
enpreas my appreciation o ohe fallowing iedividuals who coatributed such Inforsation B0 this paper)
W, Ballard, Alaska) W. Hall, Albereay W. Macgregor. British Colisbiai R. Denoey, Colorvade: L. Kuck,
ldaho; Ry Weckweth, Hontanatp & Tsukssotn, Hevads: ¥. Sioooos, SHortheest Territories; F. EBherc,
Oregon; k. Richardson,; 3ouch Dakora; R. John, Orah; R. Corsl, Wayoming; M. Hoafs, ¥Wukon Territory;
and K. Baksr, Parks Canada_l

DISTRIBUTIOH

Tha histerical eccurtence of mountain gosts of North America doews not differ appreciably from
current discribocion. Mobmecsin goacs were found In sany of cle mocncainoas sreas af western Norch
America from southeastern Alasks to southeentral Waphington in the cosstal ramge and an far south
oy central Idaho in the Aocky Mounceine, The presant discribucicm of mountein goacs (s pressnced
in Figure 1. More speciflic discribucicss are shoun in tha sccompnayisg Atatus reports for asach
province or StEte

British Columbia has mors native goat range tham any obtbher stabe, provinee; or ferrifory and
the Largest populatien of sountaln goats (o the world. &n estilssted 100,000 scuntals goats
inhablted British Columbim in 1%ha (Table 1} prior o recent declines. A program of transplancing
goacs han not yer been iniciated in Sriclsh Colusbis. Currently commideration ls beimg given o Che
possibilicies of rrapeplanting goats ©o adess where they have been sxticpated or barrierw prevented
thelr establishment.

lﬂtmr'- note. Selected specific reporis for some statss, provicces or tercitories,
although not presented at the Sympomium, were subevicesd for poblicaclon. They are fscluded In the
"Stacon" section of chess procesdings.

=|I||H in thess procesdings [(Editar):
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Figure 1. DMaeribution of Meuncalsm Goats in Noroh Asarica.



Table L. A sissary of soungaln geat abundance in Moreh Asecica by stete or province.

Srate ar Estisate of musbate Currenk estimate
Proviace based on past records of neshers
Brivish Columbia 100,000 (1984} 20,000 - §0,000
Alagka o esEimats 15,000 - 25,000
Washington 16,000 (19611 no escimace

Mon Cana no eetimace na eptimata
Tdaha 4. 785 [1955) 2200 - 25060
Yukon Territary no ent imate 1.4040

Alberca no astimate L, 300

Coloraido (incroducad 1948) T

Horthwase Tecriterias 0o edtimaCe &00 +

South Dakota (incrodoced 19246) W00 = L0
Eyoming o estimace L

Kevands (intraducad 1964) 20

Oregon ({ntroduced 195%0) 8 - 30

teah {iacroduced 1967) ne eutimate
Farks Canada 1670 - 1,770

In Alaaka, range of sousntals goats has {ncreassd notthward and inland o che Ohogach, Heeaad,

Wrangell, ansl Talkeetna Moustaine. The goat may also be sxcending ics range into the Alasks Range.
Recent transplints to Kodisk and Saronof Islands have further emtended goat range in Alsska, Hasive
populacions began declining on the Kemai Peninsulas abour 1970, Since chac time, 1t ham bacoss
evident that s stetevide decline ham sccurred. The essimaged curresmt populacion ls between 15,000
apd 13,000 sni=ala (Tabla 1).

The currest distribution of sounteln goat in Washingeon extends throsghour sosc of the naciwe
rangs in the Cascades amnd also occurm in che Olynspic Peninewla and Selkirk Mountainm as a resalt of
transplants. Re=incroduccions co Mownte Sc. Heleas and Mt. Pllebuck restored goots wvhere motive
populacions wers extirpaced. Mowntaln goat traneplants from Alberta and Alsska co the Olympic
Peninauls during the 1910's have substancislly increased goat range in Washingtom. Currenmt
distribution in the Olyspic Feninsuls extends throughout the ésstérn, sountaipovs half of Blympic
Fatfomal Park and sdiscent Mational Forést. Trasaplants of goats to the Selkirk Hountains in
narcheastarn Washington have aleo incresded godt canpe in Washington Stace. Hountaim goar
populacions Ln Haishington have declined somewhat in recent years in che Cascadesn, lut have besi
incraaning on the Olymplc FPeninswula.

Tha diacribution of mountain gest in Moncans hes chapged dramacically mincs iniciacian of a
tronaplanting program im 1941, Getwean 1941 and 1972, a cozal of 194 goata was cransplamted to 14
new argas within the state. Most of the release arens vere Lo isclated scuntain ramgon sast of the
Csncinental Divida. Tha presont ddacributiss of narive goat populations has changed very 1ltile
from hlateric distribution. Omly a few, ssall isolaced aveas once occupied by goars are now
believed ko be extirpated or supporting ressmant populacicss. Thess e=sll herde are currently sor
being hunted. A11 other macive herds sppesr sither stable or are shovieg signe of increasing.
Honcana doss mot eacimate population mmbers, bot racher conduscs surveys to gather Inforsmaticn an
prodection and distrihgtion.

Despicte populaticn declines im ldahs, Ehe present distribution of sentaln goats cesalns
dpnentially the eans & when white sen Clrag settled In tho scete, with cthe excepcion of relacively
tecent introdections that have expanded gost range in Tdaho. Mountain goats have besn successfully
erangplanted Lo the southern shores of Lake Pend Orallla, tha Seven Divils sountain range Ln waat
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ceatral ldaho, and sear Fallsades Reservoir osar the Idaho-Wyoming border. ILdabe is mamagerialiy
dualnated by desr anid alk and st Information an eountaln gaats In ohEained astondarily wvhila
conductlng asrlal surveys for desr or elk:. Curpent populatlos trends e ldabs are down, especlally
in the Zalkirk and Cabdoet Nangus. The total statewide population (s estisated at 2200 ta 2500
Srunrain goacs.

Goat rangew are limited to the southern one~third of the Yukon Territory and thede Tanges are
parginal compared £o goar ranges in Dricish Colesbis and che Alasks panhandle, The largestc goat
populatios in the Yukan Territory Le found in theé recently satablismhed Rluans Hatiosoal Fark. Tha
entimated population Lo this ares La 500 and, saturally, Cthay are profécted. Therse are abaut 300
ochar goats scattered throoghoot the lower one-thicd of the Yokon (s ssall banda. The goat
populacion ln che Yukon,; incloding dlesne Sacional Park, is escimaced ac 1400 apimelisw (Toble 1}.

Riscerie discribovion of =ountain goace in Alberta extecded throughout all wountsin arvas
along cha sass mlops of tha Aocky Mountains from the United States boundsry notth to the Fakema
River. Thair nushars wara thought cé ba i the choumands 4t ona time. FFresently gooce innabic
ahoat 7O pereent af the hlataric range and mesber around 1100 (Table 1}. Is 1971, & Eotal of a&ven
goats were cransplanted Eo Shonda Mountalns wast of Mordegg. Ia 1975, two kide wate obssrved, ai
gpparsntly cha transplanc fow besn succesafol, at least initdally. Abowt half of the goac
population in Alberca im hunted spd the other half totally procected. The pressnt scacos of the
Earvested populatiom appears ©o be static with litetle or po grovth rilln‘ placa. The gant
populacions in cloasd araas are imcceaning.

Hountaln Zasts have sever occurtod faturally In Colarado) howewer, soms mils—ldentified sight-
ings hawve been reported: Colorado has had a very successful transplane program begloning In 19&8.
& coesd of 13 rronalocacions fnvolwing &4 goats has been responsible for Colorado®s currenc goat
populacion of 575 anisels (Table 1}. The ssuree of chess goacs wos Monrane, Tdabo, Sourh Dakors,
Ericish Columbia, and sleevhere in Colorvade.

Mountaln goatd wera Intccduced incs tha Black Nilla of Ssuth Daketa da 1924 from Albarea.
Canada (Michardson, [9T1). The estlpated pepulation af 300 to L00 snlsals bas ressined sbable for
cthe lasr 20 yearw (Richardsen op. E'.-E--"-

Hountaln goats are noc pacles o Oregon, but have besn tramsplasnced to che Esgle Cap Wildernsan
in the Hallows Meuntains amd Tonmer Butte ares in the Coluwbia Corge. In the mid 1960's, goat
nimbars peaked in che Eagla Cap Wildarnass abouz fifcesn years after incrodustion. Low production
o suevival from L1967 throwgh 1969 redulted In a decline, and nushers since 1971 have remained
meable at betwesn 25 and 10 goatm. Tha status of the Tanoer Butte populatlon resains uscertalin.

Geat populacions within Harioosl Farks in wescorn Caneda are am followm:

L. Jaspur Hetiomal Pack SO0 = &00
L. HBanff Racfonal Park 509
Y. Yoho Matdonal Mark g
4. lMoorsmay Harional Park 204
5. Gagercon Lakes Mazicmal Park 104

. Mr. Revelatoke/Clacier Macional Parks 70
1.670 = L, 770
These popularions are aacive, relacively scable, and mon=lmmeed excepr ap Park borders.

Moumtain goats wers teampplanted to Utah tn L987. The reledse ared wan in the Yasstch
Hountaina immsdiscaly esst of Saic Lake City, and the total populstion in the scace im wciil
sonfined to this area. Gaacs vere found far the Plrat cise last vear asd their current populariss
e wnkmosm.

In Wyoming; & winter populacion of 70 sowncain goatw inhabic the morchwescern parc of che
state. HEecenr crends have heen coswards & alight (nereass ln goat noeshers.

Hountaln Eoaty aTe not mative to Novada, but wvere inccoduced to the Ruby Hountaioe im 196,
Hased on random sigheings and sceamicnal asrial csnsus, the mscuntain goat appears Lo have becoma
entabliahed at low Ievela. The current mountsln godt population (s eatimated at 10 anisals.

The Sortheeat Terrictories has only sparssly populaced gost habitac. The best goat habltae is
in the ssuthvest corner of the province oo both sides of the Upper Flat River. There probably are



no sore tham 400 goats im this racher lacge aren, bur a few sxcend farther north.

CESSUS TECHNIOUES

Host of the states and provinces survey Chelr gosr pofulaciens with filsed-wing afrorafe,
belicoprer, or boch. The Yokom Terricory cooduccs asrial survers io both winter and susnet, telying
om sumser sutveys Ffor classificatlion asd wincer surveys for determiming wincer range. The staces and
provigees with spnusl wmmer socveys arel  Alaska, Hontama, che Yukon Terrizory, alberza, Colorsdo,
and Ovegon. Only idahe, Parks Canads, snd British Columbia comduct an serial population survey inm
the winter.

In recent yesdrs, [dabo, Albectd. Colorada, the Yukon Territory, asd Sricidh Colusbla have
copfducced sariml surveys by hellcopter. Alaska spd Hontmna bhove used helicopber surveys to &
limited extene. Classificacion counts from helicoprer are cotmidersd rellable ln the Yukon
Tetritory. but unmatisfsctory In Montana. Classificarien by sost sgenciles Ls limiced to the racio
of kide:100 older goats. Octher provinces and scated (swch se Saehingten) conduct snnual grousd sur-
vays, but rely oo serial surveys on an irregular schedule. Cround surveys have beem used €0 a
limiced extent in Alasks, but have provided sare accurats age cospomlcion dace chac chat scgulred
feoam T lusd-wing alrverafe.

Erm=comssmpt lve Ues = Hany natlonal and prowincial parks attempt o preserve wilderness tracsa
and provide s place for ocutdoor enthusiasts to observe Eoats im & pristine saccimg. In some pariks,
interpretive hikss and evening srogrima by park rangers provide informatlon an the life hiscary and
acology of mmntals goats to park vidltors. Some dfats and provinclal ssangesent agencies as well
an natiopal foteata provide aress for coadelde wilewing and photography. As human populations
econcipue o sxpand, more and mors srcencion will be given o pop=consusmpcive valuss of souncsfn
goate.

Esogral Hupting Esguistions - in the jast fev years, goot Puntiag has becpome moTe rescricelve
in naarly all agates and provinces. PMost afates and provinces regulaté goat humeing by limicing
the pusher of huntern through persita. These atates and provieces arpel  Waahlogton, HMootana, Tdahs,
Calotada, Albefta, and South Dakota, Both Alusks and Bcitish Columbla Initlated llsited entcy
hanoting in some areas mnd probably will regolsce sore aream by limited entry in the fucore. Omiy
Yokon Territory sed che Horthbwest Terricories have mor initlaced & lisiced eacey ryps of goar
huneing.

Goats of eicher o ard legally cakes in all staces aod previnces axcept in cha Yukon
Tersizory whate nannies with kide ave protected. Oricish Columbia trisd sale—ooly-asasaons, bt
fownd thes unsatlafactory. The atates and provisces which prohlblt the taking of kids through bosa
length regulation are: Washington, Colorsdo, Alberta, snd the Yuken Tercitory, Coapulsory
{owpectiom of hacvest goats by wildlife officials has besn inplesenced in che Yukon Terrdcory,
iricish Colusbia; and in sooe areas of Alselm.

The states and provioces where mountain goats are currently bunted are: Aricisk Colusbia,
Algsin, Wamhimgtom, Montwna, Idsho. Colorsdo, Alberta, tha Tukon Terrizory, Borthwest Terricories,
and South Dakota. Hespeccive harveat are found in Table 2.

Beiviah Colushia has lsplesented sore testrictlve regulations Lo recent ywars includingt
ahortening the lengeh af cthe ssasoni redoction in bag limdce; arem closuces; limfced entcy buncing;
male-poly sessocne, aod i compulsory inspeccion of goats caken. The heg limic s currencly one goat.
feascn length warien {rom 12 days in soss areas to w2l soathe In oo limited entry ocea. Host of
the aress bave A six veek season, Hecause of ghe dilficuley In distinguishing males from females
upder fleld conditiomn, male only sessona have mot Seas aaciafactery. Ia 1976, compulaary
inapeccion was lascituced on sountain goaci wildlife officials now medsure horm lesgths and pull
an iscisor from harvedced goata., The rotal satisatid hirvest has declined fros 2,517 goats In
1965 to 1,037 goats in 1975 (Table 2).

Alanks has also l=plessnted sore restrictive regulations in vecent rears, Seasons and bag
li=ica kave heen rediscind amd other reguistions implemented to better mamnge the rescurce. Humters
con nd loager hunt goate the some day chey fly ince a huntismg ares. Im 1975, che Bap limitc vas
roduced o ome gost and the Eeosl Peninsuls and survounding area ware placed on permit bunting in
1978, Individual aresn are cleasd to huntiag when harveat sscesds 10 percent of the sast Tecast
Eoat survey. Since 1971, Alaska has had a4 "sspdatory” harvest ceport ticket program. Each
succeaaful hunter 1a required to walldate & harvest tlcket gpon killing a goat and return a goat
barveas eport te Alasks Pish and Gase within 15 dayw afcer hacvescing che bag limic. Unsuccessful
hunters are required to complere the report withln 15 doys afeer the clowing date of che sepson.
In seychcentral Alaaka, nll spccessfol hmcers are regquired ro hring chelr peraic wnd t TS
Eo & Fish and Come Deparcment of fice wichin five daya afeer Rilling & goat. At that © wildils



poreoanal will sscimace age and decermise che sex of the animal swd sek hunters guestions reloging
ta their mting succoss,

Table I. A summary of the sountain gosat harvest la Sorth Aserica from 1972 - 1976,

Scare or Frovionce 1 197 1974 1975 1976
Bricish Columbia 1,186 1a&12 axd 1.0%7 A5
Alanka &30 a2 a19 569 391
Hashingren 151 166 7 218 |
Hencana IH 280 304 437 L]
Ldaha 152 128 ) | e 0
Colorads [TET I 12 18 1% k=
g loged
Albarea 15 13 I8 ) a9
Yukon Territory 5k 42 in 25 17
Harthwest Territories {5 = 10 annually by residencs, &6 mco. goacs from 1943 - 1973 by
mon=rasidanca)
South Dmkota seapon 11 —==gangan closad=-- I
eloned

&lncompletes Teturn

all sopntain goat henting in ¥eshiogton occure in gpat monagessnt wnits om & controlled permic
bamin: The goat umit syetem of selocted gecgraphical arens and parsic-oaly Bumting was firac
dovaloped is Washiogeen and in recont years many othar states and provioces have adopted & aimilar
ayates. Anyons With & currest Hashington benting llcense say apply fof & goat persit in &ny one of
the 1l goat sansgesent ualis escept those who have drown a permilt in elcher of the previcus two
years. Although out-of-state residents may apply for a goar parmic in Hashingron, chs reguirssenc
of & curreat Washinmgron huncing licenss 1isics ths numbar of ouc=pf=scace applicacions. The ssuncain
fgoar hmring sesson usually cpems che second weehend of Septesber and lasts mtil the snd of Owtobar.
A bunter can fake only ome goat ond humt only in the gost umdic he or she applisd for im che dravisg.
Houncaln poats of elcher sex vith herns 10sa (4 in.) long or longer cam legally be taken 1o
Washingbon. The stabtewide goat barvedt ls momicored primarily By Lhe goat harvest guestiomnaice
it Lo sach peracn purchaslig @ goat tege Ooe follow=up guestioonaire i sent to those oot
responding to the fnitial guestionnaire. Goar hunters in Samhisgcos hawe renponded sexcrassly wall
o chis guesciomnaire and che recurn has bessn conslatencly about A8 parcent.

Al sountain gost hupting in Sontona 9 adminisceared on & permic and imic bamin. For cha past
several years, season datew have geserzily been from early o mid-September chrough late Novesber.
Tha bag Limiz L4 one goat of sithaer sex per hunter. For the past ssves yaars, males have mads up
45 percent of the harveat] while Wida bave copstifubed cor to two peccent of the kill. Goat henter
sncesss han femalned falrly conslatent for the past 10 yesrs with the soousl k4V] ranging from 47A
po 23s. During thin same 10 year poriod; the mimbar of porsice [sssed scacewide dropped from 1,068
en 347, whdch in consincent with the reduced harvest noted. A tocal of 176 permits wvas lssued for
63 differont areas in 1976. The trend in recent yoars has besn ©o reduce the size of geat units and
increass the musber of unice to disperse buncer pressure in proportion ©o avallabls anisala.

Mountaln goat bunting in Ddabo ia aleo completély on a persit hasls and haa beéen slaca 1966,
Ia 19759, & rvoral of 102 godts was taken In Idabe for & 4O percent honter soccess. Although goats of
either sex and age can be legally taken, sach hongter is mailed fnsrruccioms prior to the sesson
sncouraging che hunter co aweld caking nasnies wich kids. Tdaho wrilizes s voluncary huscer repore
card aysres o decersine ki1l informacion on soungailn gosts. This cepart cerd, sctoched to gach
grat tag, regumsts infarsstion on hereest succass and hmeing sffore.

Colorade regulaces goat huncimg by issulng & limiced mumbar of goat hunging licenses each
year. Slnce goat huntiog sew {niblsted in Colorsdo in 1964, the mmber of licenses la=uwd !
incrasned fros six co S8 In 1976. Colorsdo goar huncers haeve bad en aversge success vace of 30



pateant. Goar Mumters attend hunter-oriestacion achasls and are encouraged to taks SE1liss Tather
than sansles. The harvest has averaged &) parcent billies. A regelacion prohibite Ehe faking of
kids. The prevalesce of wounding loss and Ietetclevable kills fs believed to be so low am to ba
Ingignificant. Mowntain goacw are classsified am & once=in-a=lifercisa trophy snd fururs ssnagesant
rogularicns may reguire a sssdarory check=In of the head snd returs of the questlooanaice.

Those aress open to bunting in Alberua are sicuaged in che norchern percieon of Alberca's goat
range. A coral of 50 goar pearzics was issusd in 1976; I0 goats wers harvestsd (Table 1). The
hanking saason was lisited to the firet two wesks of Qetober. GSipes L5731 when Albacta flrst weni
to & peralt aystes, the harvest has varled fros 11 to 19 snimals. The success rate his ranged From
313 to BS percent. Albecta sets permit quotas at approximacely 10 percenc of che imowm goacs
inhabiring an area. The pressnt level of harvesc wich 58 percenr succesa is sz the five percent
lewnl. Alberes has & 10sm (& In} born rule and & bag lisie of one geat of either sex.

Simee 1965, oaly of mowntain poatd have besn Eakem by non-reésideént Menters Ln the Northeaat
Territorles, Approaisately 5 to 10 goats ace killed by resident mmters annoally. Coata ats
prossntly belng taken as an "incidental® tcophy. Thare {» no lottery for gost pemmits in che
Sorchwest Terrivories. but the holder of & big gase huncing licenss can ke one goar of sither sex

per year.

A & resule of over-harvest of wome goat populacions, hunsing in cha Yukon has becose the moat
rantriceivae of all stacas and provimces. Im 1974, cha Fallewing regulations were implemented:
pratection of Female Roacs accompanded By & kidi protecbion of all goats with a horn length of leds
thas 20em (8 in); reduccion of Che henting season o one sooth (Septesber). andi scbelssion of all
bheads of goata taken to the Gese Braoch for imepoction end messuriog. As & result of thess
regulacioos, the anmal harvest during the past three years has bess less than 30 parcenc of whar it
had besn during the aarly 1870's {cabls 2}. Prior co 1974, the sem vatio of the harvest use around
/30, while during the past three years, Lt hos been 65/13 in faver of billies. Although che Yukon
doss oot have a permit syetem; son-rasident huncers can hust only with & Tegietered outficcar.
Puring 1973, the succees race vas only alx parcest for aon-resldents.

E = Althowgh mo dlngle ssnogesent problem is wmiversal o all scates and
provinces with sountain goatw, most mnagessnt agenciea sxpressed concern with! accssaabilicy,
haraassant, and habicar destruction as a tesult of @ spreading petwork of roads apsociated with
logging snd mining. Accessability has been a probles inm many areas becouss nev toods In poac
habitat concontrates goat hunting, leading to over-narvest in localized aress. Logeing and sining
acrivivien tend o harses goats. The result L8 & movement avay from craditional ranges. GSErip-
mining and logging have contributed to Habliear dsatructloan. The lspact af thede activltles has not
yob besn Fully evaluated: Plre suppresslen in goat range has also heen implicaced in habitac
deterioration and a reduction 4in carrying cepacicy. Moso staces and provinces {ndioaced they lacked
good informacion oo scuntaidn goat population dysasics as well a8 sovesent and migration pacterns.
Hopefully this paper fulfilla ane of the obhjectives of this wympomius; chat is, o coilace soms
hasiz information on gosts from sany sress »o chae all seaces and provisses ssuld Better miBage

thelr respective goat populatgicnm.
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