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HISTORICAL DISTRIBUTION

Meunitaln goats dfe natlve to the Cascode Homntsdinm in Hashingron, (sss Fig. 1, Joknson, thess
p:'m‘:hdin.ﬂ and renge over pont of the sene aress chey occopled when vhite man first arrived,
feporca of macive mountaln goar (Oressscs ssericanus) in the Cascades vers documented as sarly as
IR05 and LB0& by Lewis and Clark (Burroughs L9610 who saw akins and Blankecs woven from mountals
goat? wool By Indians mlong che Colimdis River. The type locallty Ls déseribed an "Cascade Range
naar the Colusdis River Ln Oregon or Waahingten". Alsésat ssctalaly thews goats were taken in
Faghingten sincé Dafley (L936) dndicatid that there was no authentlc record oc souncain goat
decuttence south of the Columbis Mdver in Oregon. Dalgodst (1348} beliswed char the type localicy
In Washington sas near Moont Adams. Hiscorie records and other references to moumtain E0AL
diacribacion aince che torn of che century indicage that the nagive rangs of souncain goata axtend
thraughout mich of the Ciscade Mountwine frow the Cansdiss border to Mownt Adama except for & gap
in the Spoquaimie Fass ares (ses Fig. 0, Johnsen, these procesdings).

Coata have besn reported from Ehe Selkisks of nocthesstern Hasbingoon and the Blus Hooncains
af ssuthesatern Wishington. There (s & wingle record for norchesstern Washingron (Dalquesr 1648).
He described this animal aw "-r-l.u.%r a rars uanderer from cugelde the state”. Tavior spd Shaw
{1929:31) [In Rall snd Kelsen {1959) | and Dice (1919121} report on the historic eccurrenca of
Stutdin gest In the Eles Hountaine of southeastern Hashingten. Dalqueas (1943), however, balleved
that the reports of msountain goat in che Blus Mountians by Dice vers based on erronsous Ldenbilica—
Elom, No native populaciens of msuataln geat furrently inhabie elther the Blue Mowntaina or Selkirk
Hounzaine of Wazhisgeon.

Fosail remalne of sountain poats were reporced from Plaistocens deposice of Washtuckna Lake,
“ashington by Matthew (1902} EI:.I.I:I!! in Cosan and MeCrory {Limj], Hatthew helieved that these
doponits represanted o faona charssterineic af ghe first Plelstoceny interglaciel stags.

Historic wees of sountain goacs have chenged smeidemably foom chair indcfal exploitagicn by
indigne. iIndisne wilied mouncain goacs not only for thedr meat, but alse far thelr halr and hides.
Early axplarace In tha atate found that indlans walwed the woal of sewmtiln goats Por che making of
hlankscs (Halley 1936). Salish Ipdians frew along the Foaser River sometines hunted goacw and
praded hidés oo the codst. [ndlass of the Ciszades, incloding the Skagics und Mensrchass gachared
goat woal from hillsides during che spring and summer vhen goars wers shedding, (Undarhill 19435,
Colline 1974, and Thempaom 1970). Lewis snd Clavk discoversd that indiens alomg the Colushis River
mads che akdn of & goac head {with homs resaining) into & cop wod valusd It A8 &R SFOASERT
{Burvoumghu 1961},

Tha fact thai indians of the FMount Baker diatriect of Washlogton made a deterzmined effort to
Eake sountals goat uas mated by Brooaks (19301, Estire tribes took part in organized drives co
harvedt miwntalis goat shoetly befors the tum of the century in this area (Srooks 1838). Early
sattlars wodoubbedly also took mountain goar for chedr ssar and Sides Bur the rugged terrain
occupled by goscs probably precludsd ucilisaglon except in veey accesslible areas.

The history of sowntaln goat sport Mmmelag e Wachingbon begam (m LA97, Af that tlss tha
Bunter vas limited ¢o caling tve goats during & chras month smeasen. In 1910 the mmter wai
TERTristad £S5 SR8 EOAE SAT hunbing season. Hunting aresd wers redbficted In 1907 and the hmting
dasdan ¢lossd complecely In 1925, Houstaln goat mmting remmed in 1948 afcer biologisce decermined
that the goat populations were stable wod had filled che carrying capacicy of the ramge. 2ince that
tisn moontain goac humcing has bessn sssctioned svery vesar on 8 comtrolled permie hawis .

a itor'a note. Faper not parc of Symposius,

fortunately Levis snd Cleck Gssd the cers “goac” oo refer to antelops vhile “ahesp” referred
e mountain goats.
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Coneancracion of mmcing pressurs on & few goar populstions resulced in overharvest of thass
papulationg, while miny othet goat populacions were oot himted. Ad & resulc, & imilt syetem was
epcabiished fn 1937. Under che enit systew, goat areaw vgre divided imto sanage=ent units and
per=iE quotss éscablished amoang 10 units. Since that cise che oAt Sanagsment ualta Bave Bien
altored to cegulats hunter distribution la proportlon to goat populaticns. The usit saystés alss
allowed for an snnoal evalistfon of permit quotas. A& total of 930 goat peraite vas sutborieed asong
hi || AOAE mENSgESEC unicae in 1874. Alchough sosc of chese mics were open for rifle himters, sooe
imits swers open o archery oaly.

CURREST DISTRINUTION ARD STATUS

Q—Eﬁ!l.%mm = Tha current disteiition of sduitain goat In the Qascedes (s neacly
{denrical oo historic range. The only exception co chism is probebly st the soucham snd of thalr
range on Mownt Adsss snd Mount Salnr Heless uhers nacive populatioms uetrs extirpaced. Although the
typs logality for 0. ssericapus deseribed by Lewis and Clark (is Miller and Kallogg. 1233) ia
probably Mounc Adsms, 1o auchanticaced mightinge of sountaim goat hove been recorded in chag ares
ila the lant ceatury. Mount Adama fia lecacad on the Takima Indian Reservation and Buncing han naver
e fogulatesd by the State.

In 1972 amd 1973 a total of elght sountain goat from the Glyspic Peninsuls sas restocked on
Maemt Margarer near Mounr Safor Helens. These goacs, caken from Mo Angelss, origissced from
transplante from Alborea In 1825 amd Alaska in 917 andfor 1929,

Ansthar ccanaplant of goats from tha Olyspic Fenlosuls ©o tha Cascadas securred Ln 1975 and
1976 with Ebe rescocking of Hount Pillchuck. Alcthough goaca are surrently found east of che area,
nona have hees sedn an Pllehuch for aver chirty years. The tranaplant wid sade Ln Pilehuick Biace
Park and 1t ia boped the peo-hentlng cutdeor rectrationiats will be abla to opce agaln wiew thess
animals wicthin che state park.

Population estimmtes of sountsin goat im the Capeade Mountaimewers mada for che fiemt time in
1381 [Takla 1).

Tabhle L. Hountain geat populations for Washington, L9661 (from Wadkina 1962).®

Arsa Area Nams Sumha Closed Area Wame Sumbher Total
My, Goats Coace
1 Skagic River 400 A00
1 figrth Hethow 00 Lk
El Dkamncgan River IO 100
L] Hookasack River 250 M. Baker Arca 650 200
5 Sanith Metbow 20 200
& Worth Lake Chelan 300 hileli]
7 South Lake Chelan 250 2%0
a Chivaws fiver 436 Hamen Kidge Arvea 40 T
§ Glaclar Paik kil Fhitechuck snd Fauk 250 330
19 Btillaguamish River P 1 | loog. Dickersan and k21 a1k
Whitahorss MEas.
11 Hont Scavens Fama 00 Baring and Grots Mema, 10 500
i3 Snoqualsis 00 Me. S5 and Dénny Creck > &30
11 Harch denacches MEnas. +25 115
1= South Wanatches Henw. 500 Cle Elim BMwer Area 125 615
15 Hachaa Tasn 754 Cascle Mouncain L2 ] BO0
14 Bumping Eiver 675 Timbar Walf Meintain Al 355
17 Fae ko 450 L 50
18 Tigzon River 00 300
19 Eaas Fons Lakse 150 150
0 Weat Hoss Laks 150 150
i § Stebekin Biver 150 130
Srage Totals 6,930 L, 03 8, 333

*Tha above populabiond do not lselude dny satimats of che goates on the Yakiss Indisn Ressrvatlon ar
i Momit Raloler and Olysplc Hatfonal Packs.
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Ong of che obtaceives of a four vear goat peudy imiciaced in 1978 was o ce—avalusce goat
populacions chioughost tha Cascadas, While it im presatuce o indicats what tha Teaults of owr
goal population edtimates will be from thin atudy, ths total Casceds populatfon Le probably lower
than ft wam fm 1961,

The Norch Cascadon Hacfonal Fark vas sacablished by an scr of che 30ch Congress in 1968. This
pack consists of north and somth wnite of che dariona]l Park as well as Ross Lake and Lake Chelan
lacicpal Recreagion Areas. Hountain goat hamting is permitted im The fwo recreatiom aress, but
closed &n the park iscarior. Daca frem & Queacionoaire oo sowntain goat Tvevesled thac mssazancial
musbers of goats ware harvested from theosughout the park prisr Eo dts eatablishsent in 1368,
Slighely over 10 parcent of the ancual gont harvest was takem In what s now Horth Cascades National
Park. Since 1968, of course, only che two national recreacion aress have besn open co goac buncing.
Houmrain goar populacioms within Sorrh Camcadas MHarlomal Fark have declined in sose areas according
ta pork records (Rruce Saith, pers. comm.}.

Mouncals goates are native o Mounc Bainfsr and have besn plenciful since records Bave bean
mada of ehe Park's wildlifs. Curreat disgribution ia aimilar to native range. ALL sauntsin goats
within Mount Ralnler Hatlopal Park hawe been protected alnce the pack was established In 1899,
Mount Bainier Hati{onal Park records (Stan Schlegel, pers: comm.} indicate the mountain goar populs-
cion has besn relatively scable for che lasc 10 years. The scuntein gosc populacion wich Hountr
Enlnier Waclonal Park is abouc 400 spimals.

ﬂmy_rﬁnml = Heumtals goace vers Dot mative ©o cthe Dlyspic Feninsuls bet vers incroduced
fron twa or thres cransplanta in the wviciniey of Lake Crescent betwess 1925 and 1939. Theas fntro-
ductions came from Alberta im 1923 and Alaska bn 1927 apdfor 1929, According to Dlysale Hatlonal
Park records (Broce Moorhead, pets. comm, ] goats dispersed in an sssterly ind southerly direction
following relsasw in tha Olympic Mommtafns. Ten years sfcer the goosts were incrodeced, sonc of the
Olyspic Moumraine wers incloded in Glymple Naciomal Park. 8y 1534, wvhen the park was creaced, the
gont populacion was chinly discributed chrough the sorthern balf of the Olyspic Houmtaine.

Sinca absue 90 percasc of tha scuncainous cervailn on tha Olyspic Panlnauls thar is sultadls for
mauntain goat 1 within che nacional park, naarly all goacs have bean complately procscced. Olyspic
Hatlonal Park persoonel have prépared an unpublished report on sountslsn goat disperaal and population
data {Bruce Hoorhead.: pers. comms)s This meporct lndicates the goat populacicon in Slysplc Hatiooal
Park now mumbers about 1.000. The currentc estimate of 1,000 goats from an origirs]l elaven animals
18 & ninscy=fold incresss over 30 years, or & net annysl iscreass of shout 30 snisale per year, or

i poercent.

Felkirk Houncalms = Mountain goste probably iababiced fsclaced soumtaims im the Selkirks ac
varisaa tisssa In recorded histary Huf G no biss wan thelr populatissm or diatribstion ssbatantlal .
Dalgoest (1%68) referced to the slghting of a sountaln goat in the Selkicks as & cace wsnderer from
gurside rhe scare. While soemtain goacs from Idaho probably wender into Hasbington occamionaify;
o native populacions currencly ishabidc che Selkirka in Washingron.

In the 1960°s the Usshinptom Came Department initinced @ mouncein goak stockismg progrom im che
Selkirks, Thres relesses ware made but only one wae puccessful, The releass of seven EoACE NEAT
Fluss Crédik in Pend Oreills Coonty in 1965 inoreased oo a populaciom of 30 mountale goats in 1971
when o lisited henting seascn wam Initlated.

CENIUE TECHNIGLES

Hountain goat populations are svaluated in & variety of ways throughout the state dependiog om
ellsate. topography, and accessibility, In the Laks Chelan sres a goac count is mads by boar during
Jammry when gostw sre guite wisibls Jiesr below sancwliom. Goste are cosnted from roads in vericum
areas of che scate in March and April. Im 1974 a goat count on Moume Angeles in Olyspic Havicoal
Fark was conducted im fepeesher. In this ares suemer ronge 49 posevhar li=iewd and 3 cams of
vhyervors counted goats on hikes throwgh preplapned censum routes. Goat counte are made from Fixed
wing airerafic in ocher arean of che scate. Washingeon im Fortunate to have quite acceanible goat
range (Lospared oo goat rangs élssvhere) and aeveral cemson Cechmlguea are esployed, While a wiudy
evaluating aceuracy of goat edwntd has nol been underteken, groond coumtas have been supsrlor to
alreralt surveys In the sote sccansible mrean.

Anocher mechod used to evaluste goat pepulacions in Msshington im through a questionnaire.
Every goar huncar is sent & questionmaire cequesting sightimg inforsacion am vell ae harvesc dacs,
arc. Meny foat hsters docusent goat cbeervations extremely wall and thass sEseTvaclcns are
tobulated and compared ©o pravious years. In this way & trend in peresnt kida of total obaervations
may aid is decer=inisg a scabls, dezlining, or lacreading population.
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MANAGEMENT

Momntain goat are sanaged both for huncing and nop=hunting cutdoor recreationists in Washingtom.
The sontreiled permit systen for limited geographical arcas reguiaces the huncer harvest on all goat
populacions. In areas vhare goat huncing is parmicted, goats are sanaged a8 3 trophy anmimal. Coac
harvest in pot aiméd coward a maximus suscained yield an In deer and &l mapagenent. Sose Arsan
adfacent to major highwivs are closed to umtlng to alles sotorlsts saod son-hmtecs the spportunity
to view thses animals. Many noop=honcers belisve mowntain goacs have only asschatic value and sooe
srpas are managed for chelr cosaideracion.

While sowt sountedin goat populations im Vashingkon Scace sce menaged by the Stage Game Depars-
sant, sshatantial goac populacisom are foumd im che Norch Cascades, Dlvmpiz. and Moune Rainiar
Haglonal Parks. Mowntailn goats Lo all chres natlonal parks and otlier very accesnible aress are
sanaged for sen=-bimiing outdeer tecreationists. Houmtiain goats In the three mational patks are
manaped by preserving wildermess traces and providing a place for owcdoor snthusissce to chmarve
souncain goace in a prisrine secring. Sackpackers and clisbars often ses goacs in che rigged baok=
country and mlong crails co high lakes sod moamiain passes. The Hatiomal Parke incerpretive hikes
and evening programs by park rangers provide tnformation on the life history amd ecology of sowncaln
goats to visitors., Mouncain goat populatioms in the Bscicnal FParcks tocel about 1,000 anieals.

Hountainm goat huating ia extresely popular and far more hunters sesh & mowntain goat mting
epportunlty bhan the resdufcs nan accossodata. As @ resplt, Ehe Washington Caps Departsent has an
snnoal drewing fof 8 llsited Sisber of gpoat permita. In 1976, a total of 6,814 perwons applied for
30 sooncain goar permitm. All souncain gosr huncing in Esshington, cherefors, le ssmaged on a
controlled permic banis sad forcher regulated by gost sspagesment usfes. The goat enit aveces of
selgcted geographical aveas is designed to distribute the huntinmg prewsure and harwest throughout
the state. Any porson with a currenc Weshingeen humeing licenas may apply for & geat parmic Ln agy
oné of 1l goat managemént woits éwcept thoss who dreéw o goat permit fn alther of the previcia 2
yeard. Although dut—-of-atates residents say apply for a goat permit e Washington, the regelcesent
of 4 current Washington hunting 1icenss limlts the ousher of owt-of-state applications.

The souncain goar luncisg sessen wiually opens oo che second wedkend of Sepreshur and lasca
wmtil the end of October. (Tn 1976 the openimy and clowing dates were Spprember 11 to October 11,
boch dates inclumive.) & humter may ceke enly ons goat and humt ooly in che goat management unic
ba or sha applied for in tha draving. Houncain goata of elthér aex with borna lOem (& 1a) lang ar
lomger can be legally taken in Washington.

Tha scatewide goat harvest {s sonfcored primarily by che goat hareest quescionmairs senc co
sach parson purchasing a goat tag. Ome follovsup questionmalre ls senc co those ot respending to
the imicial guestlonnaire. Goat hunters Lo Wonhington have responded extresely well to this
quastionneice and the reocurn has besn conmiscencly abous B9 percent.

The soontain goat harvest Bas declinsd in recent years from peak hacvest vears of 1964
cheaugh 1971, Thres goat unita in easters Wishingeen have besn clossd the laat [ew vyears. however,
am 8 vesult of declining survival of kide. Ower the last ten yeatm the average harvesc ham beso
X0 souncaln gosts while che 1976 Euncer take sas sbooar 3890, Tabls 2 lisce che sounrein goac
huncar mucesns fn Washingeon feom D948 chrough 1976. Hearly kalf of all scuntain goate taken im
Wanlidngton are hilllsa, Willé manmles afe legally taken, mmters dre encouraged to awoid taking
nammies with kids.

In addicien we harvest information recorded S mSunEain gont queatioonalrvid. many SpOrLisss
Meep wery good nates on slghtings and other soteworthy obssrvations. We are pleased that comsents
wrltten on Che gquestionnales falléck & geoulne Llnterest by our sportsmen in the rescource.

Ehile soat wildiife wpeciss have suffersd from loss of habirac s & result of an incressiog
haman WFJII-II.-N'I-. anuntiain goacs accupy tha msore lascoesndible areaw of Ehe state and have logk
iitele nagive tonge an o pesult of humsn hebjication. Thetw has Seen & loss of good goat habicac,
hovaver. frem fire concrel and disturbancen caussd by newr rosda and ].-I-’_I:'.H_ lﬂ'l:l.'l"]..l:,. Wildfire
burns at high elevations in the past Bave created exeallent l'nn,l: aupplles [or goats. In cecent
years with soré effdleleat filve fightlag technlgués. the nusher aod slze of thess hurne haw been
drmitically rodoced. Our axperience in the piac bam inpdiceced goac populacions are dirececly relacged
to wildfire burms and hawe decremsed with firs swppreszios.

Ansther sansgeeent problem s che distribution of humter harvest im relacien to goar populatics.
Concentration of Wumting prepsure on 4 fov goat populatican ham ramilred in sverbarvent in a fav
arsas vhile sany populacions wera not cropped at all. 4An expanding network of roada in goat areas
hap contributed to & ahifc in humting pressurs Eo the sare acceddibls arsan. Aspieal adjuatssntcs Lo
goat it Boundaries and permlb quotan Are neceasary to compensate for these changes in dccess and
EOAE populatlons.

Wg believe our goat manEgesent program is sdeguate Eo prasETve gpoat populacions mc the pressnt
tima buc Dore goad. sound daza [n nedded. Alcar complecion af & vecently infciated goat atudy. v
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will recossemnd refinssents in ssnagement 00 assure the peepetuacien of hanltRy ssuftaln goat
If thia Involves curtallsent of

pepulastions is Washington for che enjovesnt of luture generations.

iesa mmriag cppartuniey, =0 he 1t.

Tahle .

HMountaln goat nter succean.

Tha goat comes first.

Yoar Furmits Tags FRtcant Gral Harvang =——===ssse=
Inwoed Sald Success Eaatside Westslde Total
1948 150 -— b 111 24 3%
1949 a0 - n 37 L] 82
1950 100 -— P31 81 L 1]
1951 430 — 1% k- 24 L1
1952 400 — 18 18 az 71
1933 440 b b 1% 12 16 &3
1954 o0 el 18 (1 L b4
1955 L00 125 Iz T8 23 169
1958 &00 a2 1 B 13 17
1957 L1 33 40 153 i3 Jaw
1938 &00 516 L] 132 Y] 158
1959 &0 02 38 122 &6 191
1950 BOO 492 w 143 108 m
19461 800 TiEd B2 136 1% 20
1982 880 173 u 142 103 248
19&3 9040 ™ 1T 173 114 IR9
1964 ¥T0 70 40 191 153 ek
I%h3 1,030 936 42 26 145 ml
L96& 1004 P43 7 200 1&7 a7
1947 L 060 1,000 i} 134 153 1]
1968 1,083 ELI ¥ i68 in 1%
1845 &S5 850 ;] 164 162 126
1970 ¥2s #70 W 155 185 340
1971 EEL ane 43 152 Lt ¥a
1971 930 A7h 5 118 133 251
1973 #30 259 17 127 134 266
1974 961 E9s 1. 11 1% 272
1875 995 a5 18 %9 13% 138
1376 913 872 (4 109 L9 J88
Toral 71,0487 17,510 T.477 1.988 CRETT
Avsrage 134 T 33 130 ¥9 219
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