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HISTORY

Historieally, the distridution of Idaho's only wubspecien (QTsasncs ssericapus missculaa) of
mountain goats was restricted o mulcable habictar Erom the Snaks River Plains north co che Canadian
border. This repredsnts the sos? southern axtensicom of the natural range for thia spacies amil
Idahia 1 aaly cne of theee atates of the lower S8 with a fative somtain goat populatlon. Comse=
quently, bedng ranked hehind Washington and Hontens in totsl msshers, Idsho bos always hald chair
souncain goats with sose sscess, ressiciog o 4 comservative sanagement epproach.

Im 190). Idabo’w leglelaturs established the First sountaln goat hunciag regulatisan Eo
raptrict tha explolication of chis species. These reatrictiocs ereated a 7B day hunting ssason for
goats and allowed sach Bolder of 4 ane dollar hunting llcende o take 4 goat amsually. By 1911,
Idaho'sn goat seasom had heen forthes resduced to 10 days and In 1983 a wpecific 10 dollar goat teg
wan required for ssch hmter. Cognizant of the lepacts of hwuncing on our mowncain goar populacionm,
meatewids huacing closures wers ordored by che Tdaho Filah dnd Coms Comsission in 1968, L1949, and
again dn 1%31. Alan, recognizing the temdency for hunters to congregate om occenmible goat herds,
Idabdr crested its first permit hunes fn 1954 wich sn 11 day Bumeting season in popular geac aresn in
Central Idahe. Ldabo held ics lasc genaral souncaln goat mdamon In 1968. Since chae year., Idaho
ban reatriceed the Rarvest of sduntain goats with a permit ayates Co diaperas henting pressure o
avallable goatd. During these sacly years whan small accessible populatfons were fdentified am
rece{ving excessive pressure. the proctice by the Departoent was o segrogace chass herds by
regulscions from huncable populstions.

in the congarvative samagement years prior to the 1980%s, Tdahe honters dispiaved lictle
incarest in souncain goacs when ochar big game was plenciful. Comsequencly. Idaho's legal goax
harveat excasded 100 snly medes (193] and 19E6) prior to 1960. However, in che 1960's, whan
bunting préfsuré locredasd throughsut the atate on all specles, and aremd with additdenal nans
infarmat fof on mowentali goeat status ecquited from hellcopter survey, Tdaho liberalized lts approach
to mountsin goat samagement. Permit allocations wers {ncreased and che nosher of wmice was alse
incraased co dispearse huncing pressurs. Also, o sccomsndsre the growiog interest in archery
honting, Tdalo escabliahed {1s (iest general avchery seasome for goats im 1947 for specific aream
of the stege. Aw m resulc, Idaho gosr marvest increassd significsncly, reaching o penk in 1968,
tha lasc vear porticas of [dahe were still open t2 genetal goat hancing. and again im 1968. A cocal
of 16l goacs wvas caken each of theaes years. Permit allocatioss continued to Inoreass ustil 1974
with an suEborieation of W3 persits. Hewever, Taced with apparent population declines wnd a
growing awareness of this species’ sensitivicty to hunting., Tdabo reduced the nusber of permits co
25% in 1976, In additiom, mavera] areas were clossd co hungieg.-

INTRODUTT LONE

Despice thess populaticn declinea, the present discribution of ssunralsm goars i{n ldahe resains
sanentlally the sase ad when tha states wan Flret sescled by white sen, with the exception of
relatively recent lattodictions that have expanded the range of goats withim Idaho. K11 of Tdabo's
mruntain goat cemnaplant strespes have besn succesaful . Tdaho firer teiled fts Band ag cransplant ing
goats in 1560 when 10 goats were trapped on Snov Pesk and Elack Mountain im norchern Idabo and
reledsod on the cliffs owverlooking the eastern and ssuthern sboram of Laka Pend Oreilla (Fig. 11.
Since Lnereduction. thim populacien has incrassed mlightly and stabilized at 30 animals. Restricted
in mize, readily accesathles and within view of the popular lake, this populatics has not heen hsnted,

Idiho®s most soccessfol and only hunted lncroduced goar bard was lofciated in 1981 when four

goats of anch sax were relsased into che Seven Devila mountain reoge In west central [daba. This
range pravides ldesl goar habirsr) bot feolsced From other inhabitated gosp ranges, the inivial
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Flgure 1. Mountain Goat DMarribution la [daka.
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relense ean supplemented with an additional nine goats {(seven femalew and two =ales) in 1974. Thia
populacion has Increamsd Tapidly with a curremt popilacion estimate of 70 animala. Thin herd has
e Bunted wndar & limited permit since 1974 with as anpual allotsent of Plve permits. KEid
production has remalnsd sbove sverags aid this population s apparently seill increasing.

Idabo's most recent Introduction, in 1969, extended the southern sxtresity of gosat range in
Idaho when five goatw (two fesalen and chres males) were relesesd omar Palisades Eessrowpir (Fig. 1)
on che Tdiho=-Wyoming border. Thid induvial relesss wan followved with four additional goats (twe
femalon and tun males) the aext yesr. Durisg the emguing vesrs, cthis populacics Bas Incresced co
approximataly 20 snisals. Iniciaced from two relsase aicas, che Palisaded herd is extresely
mgattared, difflcule fa fnventory and currest trend s not Wsown. There are oo plins to explodft
thia populatlen sf Ehis fime. Addiclonal trensplants ace proposed for Idaho. buoc che only wuicable
populationd fro trepping. on Ondw Pedk and Black Mountwin, declined drascically during the trapping
progran. The Soow Peak popularion has recoversd sufficiently to allov the resmpiion of & crappisg
arogras s the asar future.

CURRENT STATVE

Brindbarg (195%) sstismated & stable populacion of 2 7Y souneain goaes in Tdabo ia the warly
1950's. This estimace was obrained primarily from sn accesulacion of sdmittedly Liberal Uniced
Seaces Foresr Service estimares, but [t doss compare with a cyrrenc sscimated populacion of 3,200
ta 1,500 sountain goats.

Alehough prasent [dabo Departsent of Fish aod Cass flgures are sal lq.t.c.ll:pI wﬂhl. with
Brandbeorg s, gensral concesdun of Aeglonal Gase Mimagers lodicates that currenc popularion trends
are down. The sowt significent declines have occurred in Pdahe's panhandle goar populatisne fousd
in tha Selkirk and Cabinec ranges. Fopularion ssrimsces in 1950 excoedod 300 for chis sres buE
have dectined to lems than 40 spisals coday. Thess populations, some of the jast goat populacisca
to be haneed undar 8 gooeral hunting srogrom. have pow Been clesed to all humelng amd hawe not
showm any cecovery at this tiss.

The Clearwaber and Seluay goat populatiens in corth Tdahe (Flgs 1) bunced ander s generad
huin e Lk wyales il 19684, alss vellect population déclines bot oot am severs am che Panhandle
Eoat populations.: Comversely, the sajor goat populacions on the main Sal=mon River amnd cha Middle
Fork of the Zulson Biver [Fig. 1}, the flrst goar populacions o be msnsged wnder & conservative
peraie wyscem In fdabo, have alas declined sigaificontly since the 1950,

Idaho's southern goat populations foumd in the Bavtooths snd sssociaced seuntain vanges (Fig.1)
spparantly have hald chelr ove or have incredased. Even in theds aress, several of the accessible
populations along the fringes of these major ssuntaln canpes have declined under present himcing
schemnn,

CENSIS TRCHMTGURS

in recent yesrs. the hallcoprer has besn Ddako's prineiple laventory foal and seat aerlal
cEfndused have taken place la vlater durlny periods of pesk concentrations. In a state msnagerially
dominatved by desr aml wlk, soat information obetained om the scatus of sountain goacs has been
ohiained secondarily while Flying for desr ssdfor elk. Restricted by time and funding. most moun-
rain goat Lewsaroriss hsve besn trreguiny and imcosplote. Idame’s oaly exception to thim {ndirecs
approach has een the sonitoring of che Pahsiserel meuntaing geat herd locabted Ln sast cemtral
Ldahe: Since 1960, chis herd has Sesn lavestaried annually by hellcopter ta ascertaln popilation
trends amd to study fha Lspacts of humtiog oo an individual ssentailn goal population. & mazxizus
af 117 smlnals wvas counted in che sarly 1980"s; bubt mumbers have declined to less chan 100 wnder
variowd laveld of harvest sapageseni. Am o cesult of the Deparceenc's =ouncain gosac ressarch
progias, henting sortallty sppeared to be sddicive and not & cospennarary form of mortalicy for
this goat popolacion. Am a resulc chis populacion was closed o huating in 1975 and is being
monitored annually to sessurs che populacion response to o total unting elosurse.

Except for inteodused populavicns, sost of Idahe's soumcads goat pepulacican Bawe bess hunted
in tha pasc) bowever. In recant yaars, recogniaing the asnaitivity to Bunping, sany of Tdabo's
declining andfar wvulperable seuntaln goat pepulations have Seen closed to henting. Today approxi-
mately 2,000 séuatali goits ace baing humted in Tdaha. In 1979 Ddabo suchorfzed 278 parsice, of
which 268 were lwsued for &3 dlffarent concrolled himcs. Parsice per snic varded froa 2 e 15
dopending on the sire of the imit snd cha nusbar of goacs svailable wicthin each ynic, The tremd
in vecent years has bewi to reduce the size of geat wnits and inereass the number of unics o
disparss mumter pressures in proporticn to aveilable snimais.

0f the 187 peratce ismued in 1975, 32 of thesé godt hupters did pot hunt. The resalning
118 goat hentecs killed & total of 93 goats for a &0 percent hunter stccess. The sex racio of the
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kill was 1.4 blllies To each mamny in 1978, buz the sverags sex ratio in Tecent years has basm
searly squal. Althaugh namnlss are lagsl gase, aach husecar i sailed inatructions prior to the
spason vherin hefnbe {8 encouraged to aveld killing nannles with kids, Goat kids can be legally
ki1led in Tdaho, but becsuse of reporting bias they vsually don't appest in harvest soalrsis.

Idaho utilizes a voluscary huncer report capd aystes to decersins kill informacion on sountain
goata. Thix report eard, sttached Eo epach goat tag, Tequests founty or atate determining om
residency, tha nusber of deye wpept bienting snd huncer succems. In sddiciop, each report imcludes
the sex of the will, date of k111, locaciom, snd sanagesent wunlt.

Idabho has two major soumtain goat probless coday: increased access and disturbsnce related co
=ining and logging accivities, snd che associsced incresse and improvessoc in of f=road Cyps wehicles.
Frobably more Lmportant has been the insufficient funde snd sanpowar to properly monitor the trends
and impacts of huncing on mountain goat populstions. Consgquently, gome managers have not hod the
informacion availasle ©o =akd ApPropriacs sanagisant adjustment rapidly snough £ accosmodate
changen in populacion trands.
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