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ROCKY MOUNTAIN (DATS

Recky Mountain goals (Creamnes americanis) wers nol native o South Dakota. In 1924, § animals
were phinined (rom Albena, Canada whick wers plazed in an enclosure within Custer State Park in the Black Hills
(Richardson 1971}, Two escaped that day, and the remaing foor escaped in 1929, This established the presem
berd in the Hamey Peak range of approxinsately 150-200 animals. In 1954, 6 goats were transplanted fiom this
berd to Spearfish Canyen in the northern Black Hille, This transplant failed, leaving the Homey Peak bherd a2 the
only viable herd of mountain goats in South Dakots.

In 1960, 9 nasuntnan goads were trapped firoen the Hamey Peak herd and shipgpad to Wyoming (Richardson
1971). During 1961, |1 goats were trapped and sent to Colorsdo. Colomdo received an sdditional 10 goats in
1964 and 5 goats in 1968 (Richardson 1971). No huriber irmpping and tmnsplanting has occumed wiih this herd.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN BIGHORN SHEEP

Aundubon's bighom sheep (O canadensis auduboni) were native to the Black Hills and Badlands of
South Dakots. Uncontroelled hunting caused the cxtinction of this subspecies by 1916 (Buechner 1960).
Therefore, the throe vinble herds of Rocky Mountain bighom shoep (Ohviy canadensiy cavmdennin) in Soulh
Dakota are a result of tensplants from other siaics,

Slim Bufica

In 1941, 12 sheep from Alberts, Canada (Sheep Sanctuary) were transplanted into the Slim Buttes of
morifwesicn Soath Diakois. This mansplant filed and o farther sttempts have been made: for this ares.

Custer State Park

In 1922, B bighom sheep from Montana and Wyoming (omverified origin} were transplanted into Custer
State Park within the Black Hills. This herd built to apprescimately 150 animals until & suspectad waterboms
discase caused the extinction of the herd in 1959, A second transplant of 22 bighorms from Whiskey Moaninin,
Wyoming was placed in the park in 1965 (W, Jackson unpubl. rept, 1981, CSP 8D} This transplant established
the present herd of approximasely 150 animals. During 1974, 26 sheep wene trapped from this herd and shipped
hmﬁ h:m Robinson, Nebraska roceived & bighorms i 1980, 6 in 1981, and 4 in 1982 that were irepped

]

Badlands National Park

In 1964, 32 bighoms from Pikes Peak, Colorado were placed in a 370 acre enclosure wn the Badlands
Motional Park. By 1967, only 16 sheep remained snd wers released indo the park (MeCutchen 1980) esablishing
the present herd of approximately 160 animals. During 1992, § bighoms were trapped within the park and
transplanted into Spring Creek Canyon in the Black Hills,

Spring Creek Canyon

Twenty six bighomns from Georgetown, Colomdo were transplanted into Spring Creek Canyon in the
Black Hills in 1991. An additional 5 sheep were trapped in Badlands Mational Park and transplanted into the
caryon in 1992, This established the present hesd of approsimately B0 animials.
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