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The history of tapping and transplanting sheep and goads in the Yukon dales back 1o 1968, § years beforo
ihie first biologist was hired. Akthough it spans almest 30 yenns, the history is extremely short, The Yukon is in
ihe enviable position of having most historic sheep and goat ranges still occupied. Management efforis have
therefore focused on maintaining populations mther than restoring them.

DALL SHEEP

Between October F26H and April 1972, 22 sheep (15 lumbs, 4 ewes and 3 rama) were removed fram what
is now Kluane Mational Park Reserve and taken to poos and the Yukon Game Farm. At least 7 additional sheep
died during the wapphig operations o by becoming entangled i the comal nets (Hoelk and Cowan 1979),

In 1990, 2 voung rams were captunad in the Kluane Wildlife Sancruary and taken 1o the Yukon Game
Farm as fresh broeding stock. [n exchange, the Game Farm agreod to provide 2 mountain goats 1o the Yukon
Government for reiniraduction 1o the wild,

Preliminary work 1o resiors an extinpated sheep population near Carcross began in 1990, While funding
and approvalks were being obtained, shecp recalonizad the mountain aatumally and the program wies abandoned.
There are mow af least 35 animals in the population

MOUNTAIN GDATS

Eight poats were captured In the southem ponion of the Kluane Wildlife Sanctuary in October 1975 for
breeding and display purposes ai the Yokon Game Farm. In considerntion of this acquisition, the Game Farm
agreed o return 8 poats 1o the wild at & Later dac.

The cnly government sponsored relocation program ook place in 1983 and 1984 o recstablish a
mountain goat population on Mt White, near the B.C.MYukon border (Carcy and Barichello 1986), This
population had been extinpated following the constrection of a road aloag i3 base. A woial of 13 goats were
capiured in the Kluane Wildlife Sanciuary snd relessed on My White

A survey in Jung 1989 found cnly & geats, none of them kids or billizs. The fear was that not encugh
animals had been bom 1o replace the oniginal hillics, so in 1920 2 young billics from (he Yokon Came Farm wee
released 10 augment the populaton.

A 1992 survey revealed that the [ack of goats in 1989 was probably due to our inability to count them
rather tham their fihere o reprodece. Twenty-four nannics and kids, but no billics, were scen. A month later, a
beticr from the Yokon Came Farm was recetved, stating thal they were now prepaced 1o Rl thesr 1975 obligation
to refurn goats to the wild 'With no money available for monitoring, it was docided that these ¥ animals would be
released on M White a5 well. Today the population is sstimaied 1o be nf least 50 animnle,

CURRENT PLANS

There are currenily no plans o csmblish any mew shocp or goal popualations through trapping and
transplanting. Ro-gstablishment of other extirpated populations may be considered a5 part of community-based
manapeRent progrms.
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