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ROCKY MOUNTAIN GOATS

Rocky Mowitnin poats are thewght not to be naiive v Colorado (Hibbs 19663 A review of popuolar and
scientific literature by Irby and Chappell (1993 has previded speculation that o Rrw small populations of goats or
indfividhial migrant goats may have boon present in Colorado prior 10 the armival of white man. However, when
pine mountin goats were introduced to Colomdo from Moninna in 194%, no free roeming populations of mountain
goats wers known o exist in the stae. Including this first intreduction of mountain goats in 1948, 39 animals
have been released, resulting in the establishment of 12 populations ol goats numbering approximately 1495
pnimals. All goat populations in the state ane currently considered to be static or expanding. It is a tibuie o the
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have been established from such relatively small founder

Currently there is concern among wibdlife managers that mosninin goat populations compete for lmited
hnbital with bighom sheep where dhesp and goals are sympatrie of where éxpanding goal populabions thieaten o
encioach on existing bighom chosp populations (Hobbs et ol 19980, Ac a result, Colorado is considenng limifing
Rocky Mountamn goal density and distnbutson throughout the sisie

ROCKY MOUNTAIN BIGHORN SHEEFP

The first tramsplant of Rocky Moumiain bighom sheep in Colorado occurred in 1945 with 16 sheep
trapped from the Tarmyall Range and rcleased at Grant on the south side of Mount Evans. This began an intense
pericd of rapping and ransplanting from the Tarrvall Range that lasted for seven vears resulting in the
catablighment or nugmentation of many sheep herds exieting in Colomdo today, In that seven year pericd, 223
shoep were relenscd at 13 different sites. The carly usc of the Tarryall hord a8 3 transplant source endod in the
winter of 1953 when & massive all age die-off oocumed n which the herd decreased from an estimated 1,004 1o 20
sheep (Bear and Jones 1973)

The die-oiT of the Tarryall sheep herd resulted in 4 charp decrease of sheep trapping and iransplant activisy
i the stale, Mo shecp were irmnsplantad until 1964 when 22 sheep were trappéd on Pikes Peak for transplant 1o
South Dakota. Early sheep trapping effarte need a corral trap that waen't eazily moved or portable, and few herds
in the state were easily sccessible or had large enough population sizes 1o justify tapping for transplant.

Bear and Jones (1973) recommenided that an intensive mapping and ranspland program nesded o be
reestablished in Colorado 1o establish new herds and augment static or declining herds, Concurrent with their
recommendations, new lechniques for trapping sheep (ponable drop-net) and new antihelminthic drogs for
ireatmeni of lungworm fesmibons were developed that faciliinicd trapping and increased [amb sarvival and
recruitment. Since the mid 19705, Colorado has enjoved an aggressive rapping and transplant program that has
scen the sugmentation of existing herds and the reestablishkment of berds on many bistonic mnges. The sheep
popalation for the xtnte has grown Grom a low in 1970 of spproximaiely 2, 200 sheep in 39 herds o approximasizly
6,530 sheep in 31 herds.

However, the status of Rocky Mountnin bighorn sheep in Colomdo is nol my promising 2 it appears at
firs1 glance Huoman population growth and an increase in outdoor recreational octivities present signaficant thress
o bighom sheep populations in the form of encroachment on and fragmentation of bighom shoep habitaiz, Bailey
{1990 conducted an evaluation of Colomdo’s bighom sheep hends and trapping and transplast program.
Alihough sheep herds and populations have apparently increased os a resuli of the irepping end iransplant effort,
ihere s still reason for concem.  Approximabely 55% of the shecp herds and 3755 of the state™s shoep are A resuli of
some bype of tmnsplant activity, However, only two of 25 transplams have resulied in sheep hends of more than
{00 animals and 3 substantial member of ransplants have resulied in herds of less than 30 animals.  Information
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from genetscists and conservatson biologiats ndscate that herd sines should be 150 or mone animals in order to
persist for long periods of Gme (=50 yrs).

The above information indicases that additional work nd rescarch needs o be done 1o inswre the long
termm survival of cur bighom berds. Howeves, trapping and transplant is & viable management tool that has boen
very succeesfiul in the past, with over 2,100 Eocky Mountsin bighom sheep being trapped and tansplanied o gites
within Colomdo and thres ather saica.
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COLORADD MOUNTAIN GOAT TRAP & TRANSPLANT RECORDS

Data Trag S8e Trap Ghild Releass St Rslsaas WL Total
052548 Montana ML Shavang 56 ']
OEA0S0 Montana Shsap Min, 48 3
oem1s ldaht Mt Evana ap -]
(e hraad | Sauth Dakots it Evena ah 1
{H0as Sauth Dakota kit Evana i l*] 1
O805E1 South Dakols Wi Evans aa 1
DETEY Eaulh Dakoin b Evans ae 1
g il Sauth Dakots kit Evana a6 F
oFazsl Baulh Dakots b Evans e 1
o7 mas1 Baouth Dakots It Evans a8 1
OFr2eE 1 ol Dakois L Evans 1] 2
arraisd South Dakota M. Evane i) 1
DEN BEL Baoulnh Dakols Cofiomsaod 1 1] a8
A250E4 Saouth Dakola Cottomaaod Cr. 88 4
DEMT LSS Baouth Dakola Fane Fargs ar ]
o7 oarra Brteh Columbia Garg Hanps ) 2
O a0 Brish Columbia Gore Rangy ar i
QBRSO Briah Columbia Gl:lr-lﬂﬂlp Ir 1
DBDAT 1 Brmsh Columbia Gore Rangs ar 1
OEMET1 Britvsh Columbla Header M Fi-] 4
DEZSTS Mt Shirvamao 58 Marcelng ML e S| 1
0FHaTs M. Shavana 28 Miprealing ML 51 3
OALR2TS M. Sharana 5a Marcelana ML 51 2
TOTAL ]

COLORADO BIGHORN SHEEP TRAP & TRANSPLANT RECORDS

Dt Trap S8 Trap GML Fleapts o Flsans G Tikal
030145 Tarryal Hanpe &M Grant 6 16
0355 Tarnyal Range 5 Sangra de Crisio Renge . ¥} 14
120545 Tarryal Range #n Upper Paucing A 15
01448 Tarryall Range &0 Mesa Verde A 14
(-6 Tarryal Rangs 50 Rampar Ronge 511 14
102044 Tarryal Rangs 504 Gangotown aa n
04/-M47 Tarryal Range 51 Mentara 18
12057 Tarmyal Ranps &0 Glermwood Can b 7
oeM84s Tarryal Blange 5 Gare Rangs a8 T
OtHaMda Tarnyal Fange 51 FRifla Hogback a3 17
o188 Tarryal Hangs B4 Grant 48 7
ek e - Tarnyal Rangs =01 Geoorgetosn a8 14
O3OaS0 Tarryal Ranga 501 Brush Crook 44 B
02551 Tarryal Rangs 5 T il Mir. a4a1 15
(1§ T 1 Tarryal Range 501 Dinosaur Morth 2 15
OS2 Rifle Hogback 23 Dincsaur Norh 2 7
01— Pikes Pigk 58 B Dakotn g
010870 Pies Poak b Lake Fork Gunnison Hi a8 2
0 mETD Fikes Fapx a8 Lower Lake Fork (o s} g
QT Pikes Poak 8 Tator River 55 1
1270 BHamrwosd Can 34 Littia Hile T2 5
D=2 Tiickls Min, B Litthe Hila F
Diman2 Trickla Min. &8 Basalt A44 18




Date Trap Sia Trap Gl Releans Sis Release GMU Total
0i=74 5. Dakota Fort Cofine Fai)
ah P o] Teickda bin 1] DaRan Mésa 54 25
—i=7d Pikes Poak 54 cau T
w75 Trichde hin 881 Celiar Moesa 54 20
01M4s Trickla bin. 641 Lowed Lake Fouk 64 ]
o12ins Lippes Pousdre -] Lowed Powdre 181 25
0v=ra Trickle Min 881 San Luis Poak &7 3
0i=7a Trickis bin 681 Graenhom Min B 20
oxanT? Trickle bin. 881 Lone Pina 181 18
oxnT Trickle bin. 6481 Cabolls Cresk a7 -]
DA2eTT Mount Evans <) Crosa Min. n 20
O2oTT Lippar Poudre A Apimhapa SWA 153 a5
QIoaTT Pikes Poak 1] Ddion Masa 54 19
QINTTT Tamyal Rangs 501 MNP ot 20 i1
DITT Treskhe b, aa1 San Lus Paak T4 L")
oaana Tairyall Range 0 Buffaic Peaks 449 i7
20978 Lpper Poudne B Adamosa CER a 20
CHENTE Alman Teianghe 85 Alamoss 7 4] 22
O30aTe Trickia bitn. Ba1 Rampari Ranga 511 20
O32ATE Pikes Peak ] Euffale Peaks 44 B
CAATE Pikes Pasik 50 Buffolo Poaks 449 4
22are Basalt 4349 Avalanche Cr. 43 L]
12217E Basat 444 Martla a3 i
——ITh Grant A csu 21
DS0are Rocky MEn. Mal Park Wiest 18 Agizana B
-—iTa Focky Min Ml Park West 18 Hevada -]
—i=B0 Tarrynd Range 501 Asizona 12
——ah Grant 45 csu 12
D2OTED Trickhe Min. B&1 Alamons Can. a1 3
oanamd Collegiates South 481 Casrizo Can, 143 20
021 ash Tarryal Range o H | Brewna Can. 5T 20
DANTTED ILApesr Pralidng a Buiton Rack 20 1=
031 wed Tarryal Rangs 501 Pevada 12
D4DBRD Calagiates Marth 481 Bawpit 7o 0
2201 Blasalt dda Distby Cr. 26 14
ORD4ET Trickia Min B8 Moland Guich BA1 19
3281 Trickia Min a1 Spanish Piaks Easl 85 H
Oz Trickia Min. A1 Hicwn's Carmpan 5r 18
032682 Upper Poude ] Matural Anch Th 20
D Cobasgates Moh 481 Shaif Road 581 19
QarEima Rocky Min, Hat. Park West 18 Purgaioine Ri 142 7
O20am3 Elmsf 444 Bamsar Cr. 201 F
il e Basah Adq4 Litah e
O2Zim3 konoahn Pote i) b Maentos ES g |
oz2ima Tarmyal Rangs &N Alamasa Camyan g1 21
DEAHES Hocky kin, Mot Park East 20 Brsiol MHomd TE 18
OIENE3 Trickla Min, =i Copper Gulch &0
DAFDES Rocky Min. Mat Park 20 Big Thampaan 20 18
g fLikn: L] Rampart Ranga En Spanish Paaks Wil B5 20
e Rl Akmant Trimngin 55 Biristol Hiadd T8 20
i Lialit] Trickia Min. £ Coppar Guleh =] 20
034384 Colegiates Moith 481 Trickia kin G 20
Canamy Reocky Min, Mat Park Weal 18 Dimcsaui Saulh L[] 1@
Diri1ms Duirmy 65 Brown's Can T4 20
Dagasas Colagaies Mol 481 Blus Cresk 75 20
ikt i Tairyail Rangs 501 Coppar Gulch (2] 20
C33185 Colegiates Mo 481 Trickia bin. &1 20




Date Trap Sita Trap GML Fopaa Shi Felease GMU Total
e [ils Giramt i (st ] 12
O2r24/88 Mdmarnt Tw 55 Eloyada 0
Wit San Luis Peak 67 Taydor AL 55 1
OLDEEE Eun Lul Paak a7 Gunnmon Gonge G4 Flil
O34/848 Colagaten Morth 481 Purgaicie RL Can. 14T 20
——{88 Geargobown 3@ Claar Croak 38 19
(o oy % v Rocky Min. Mot Park East 20 Big Thompaon 20 25
DmamT Basah 444 Meyada T2
L2MoET Trickla Min, &8 P Min. Fi-) 3
OZAaT Tk In, 681 Aifla o Back 33 2
Q2rigar Calepiaies Morh 481 Mt Elanca &2 =0
DI0IAT Saqrpatowm e White R, 50. Foic 24 24
oaraaT San Luis Poak a7 Gunnison Gonge &4 &3
0313ar Ean Lus Poak LT Poda Mim. L] 2
D16/88 Amant Trsngle 5% Gunnisan Gonge &4 19
C10aaa Admart Trimnghe 56 San Lum Poak ar 1
QYR a8 Tricklas ML a1 N Sdvartedss S00 20
oi/21/m8a Mmanl Triangle 55 Blun Creek i) =0
012388 Tarmyall Ranga 1) Hardserabbie Cr. &9 i}
oizasaa Piken Pook 1] Codar Spangs Guich aa 0
O2'E8 Avalanehe Cr 43 Fine Biver 7E1 i ]
f2Hasa Geangetown a8 Spanish Peoaks West B5 i
DfAL/8e me.mmm 20 W, of Carter Laks 20 a8
oir7es Waleron Samyon 461 Hevnda Fra: ]
0118/ CEengtowm ag Poavada |
L T Almon] Trinnghe 55 Trincheara Peak L L 20
METas #imom Trienghs =] Buffeio Ponks AH 5
Lig Tl Rocky Min MNal Park East 20 ko Mama Cresk 24 4
012580 Tarynll Range 301 Ciregon |
020780 Celagiates Mol 481 Ciragod g
ORR0S0 Colegintes Mot a6 Clinelop Mesa 18 |
Lorlirali ] Colagiates Morth 481 Apmhipa SWA, 133 4
CAFTASD Battish Columbia Forbes Trincher i k] 14
gazns Eritieh Columbia Forbes Trinchera B 20
oTE Almont Triangis L] Box Carmyon TH 18
T Almont Tranghe &b Grzxly Creek 14 20
orifataE Axaianthe Creek &3 Chnsiop Mess I3 20
015309 Georgetown ) South Dakata 26
a203a1 Cow Creak 20 Livwear Poudre Ri 184 1A
12 Rampan Range 511 Parkdals 58 |
[y Firg s Rompart Renge 511 M. Fork 5. Arconsas Ri 56 i
ag Faltt,ri] Estes Pamk 20 LItk 28
G06Gd Rampat Range 511 frrona 21
0424705 Almont Trangie 23 Arzons 8
012505 Gecgeioan X0 Litah B
02 5ms Almonl i ] Pomon Gulch ar 24
QA oms Dome Rock SWA 581 Cieep Croek 24 20
01/23mE Rampart Range 511 Diry Galch 54 g
2u%l Raompart Rangs 511 Ried Creok 54 10
O Z23rss Hampat Range 511 Cillon Gusch it | 2

TOTAL 2181

i



