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ROCKY MOUNTAIN GOATS

Two populntions of Rocky Mountain gowis have boen established in Wyoming, doe io immigrant goats
entering Wyoming from out=of-state transplants.  The Clarks Fork herd in norhern Wyoming's Beartoath
Mountains was established via immigmtion from a 1942 Montana Fish, Wikdlife, and Parks (MTFWP) transplant
af 14 goats into the Beanooth Mounlaing west of Red Lodge (Cooncy 1946, Hanna 1989, Current estimates
sagpesi 1 50=1 75 mouniain goats occupy the Wyoming pomion of the Beartooth Mountains,

A small but expanding herd of 1 5-30 mountain goats exists in the Snake River Range betwoen Alpine and
Wilson, southwest of Jackson, Wyoming. This herd started from goats moving indo Wyoming From 1969, 1970,
and 1971 transplanis of at least |2 goats by the Idaho Department of Fish and Game (TDFG) in the Palisades ares
af Idaha's Unit 67 (Hayden 1584).

In addition 1o these froc-ranging populations, in 1956 and 1957 10 goats from Montana were placed in
eaptivity at WGFD's Sybille Rescarch Unit southwest of Wheatland (WGFD 1936). An unverified repart
indicates Sybille reccived 9 mountnin gosis Trom the Hamey Peak area of South Dakota in 15960,

ROCKY MOUNTAIN BIGHORN SHEEP

The earliest known tnsplant of mountain sheep within Wyeming by WGFD was in 1934 (Halnss 19743,
when 20 bighomns were captured in Flat Creek Canyon, enst of the National Elk Refuge. In 2 project largely
initinded by the Sheridan Sportsmen’s Clab, these 20 sheop were transplanted into Paimtrock Canyon on the weat
slope of the Bighom Mounixine.

Interestingly, in August 1944, 7 desent bighom sheep from Nevada (presumably from the Desert Game
Range) wene releassd in the Sweetwater Rocks of contral Wyooung (Kinter ef al. 1992} This tmnsplant is the
only known relese of desert sheep into Wyoming,

Mo further capture or movement of bighom shoep oocurred in Wyoming uatil 1949, when s trapping
program began ol Whiskey Basin, just southeast of Dubois. Trapping efforts were sporadic between 19491936,
Largely resulting in movement of bighoms to the Sybiike Unit for coptive uses. After 1956, rapping was donc
primarily for relocation

Botween 1949-1995, 1,904 bighom sheep (Toble 1) were capiured and removed from variows portians of
the Whiskey Basin winier mnge. Ohet ol |5 sheep coptured, 1,888 bighoms wero sucocssfully released into the
wild. In 61 separate transplant sctions, 1,489 bighoms were released within Wyoming's borders (Fig. 1), while
399 baghom shoop have been provided to § westemn states (South Dakota, Uish, New Mexicn, ldaho, and Nevada)
in 31 separute trensplant sctions (Fig. 2),

The only other known imponation of mountain sheep info Wyoming cecwrred in 1992, when 22 Rocky
Mountain bighams from Morgan Creek (near Challis, Idaho) were released in Shefl Camvon on the west slope of
the Bighom Mountains (Easterly 1996)

Ower the past 6 decades, Wycming has actively transplanied Rocky Mountain bighom sheep inio
occupied and unoccupiod mnge, within and outside its boundaries. For the foreseeahle funume, Wyoming's 6,200
bighorms should nemain an impomant component of the mounlain shosp resourca in wesicrn Morih America,



Table |. Rocky Mountain bighom sheep removed and ransplanted from the Whiskey Basin winter range, Dubois,
Wyoming. |949-1993. Ouf-gfsiate releases are ilalicized,
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Figure 1. [N STATE RELEASE SITES FOR ROCKY MOUNTAIN BIGHORN SHEEP
TRAPPED AT/TRANSPLANTED FROM WHISKEY BASIN 1949-18995
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