HISTORY OF TRANSPLANTING MOUNTAIN GOATS AND MOUNTAIN SHEEF - MONTANA

JOHN J. McCARTHY, Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWF), 1420 E. 6th Ave. Helena, Mi.
59620

Trapping and transplanting data for both Rocky Mountain Goats (Oreamnpos americans missouloe) and
bighom sheep (Dhvir canadensis) waa taken from reporis by Couey (1950, 1971), Janson's 1974 report oa the
status of bighomn sheep transplanting in Montana, Regnrod (1983) and an assortment of memaos and requests from
various biologisis and Regronal game managers in Montana. In addition, communications with other states while
preparing this decument resulied in e inclugion of several rapping and tansplants, both ivo and from Monans,
that were not found in other historical records.

In working with the rocords it was obvious that in some cases the numbers reparted trapped did not agroe
with numbers released. For this report, because it deals with herd establishment, numbers meleased were wsed
withere that infiprmation differed with the tapping data,

ROCKY MOUNTAIN GOATS

Beotween 1941 and 1995 the sinie engaged 1n 44 captures iotaling 423 anemals, 3% of which wore
iransplanied i Montara, 12 were moved (o Colomsdo and 12 given 1o Wyoming. Transplants in Montann wers
taken from 5 native populations and one irensplant giie (Gates of the Mountaing) in the siwe and moved o0 28
oiher arcas, 17 of which curmendly suppart huninble populations. (Table 1)

ROCKY MOUNTAIN BIGHORN SHEEP

Two bighom herds in Montana were begun with siock from other areas.  Montena recedved 12 bighorn
sheep from the BaniT area in Albertn in 1922 These animals were introduced onio the Moiese Bison Range and
wire the seod sbock of the carrent herd, Sixieen head wene imparted from Colorado in 1947 and moved to Billy
Creek in the Missouri breaks  This population incrensed to 130 head and was hunied for fwo vears prior o o
grocdual decling that resulied in only & remmant population occupying the area in the mid-70'.

This same scenann, cilablishnsen of a population and & later less ol thal population, has been repealed
severnd times with bighoms that have been transplanted within Montana, This should make managers a lintle leery
of declaring a transplant “successfal™, even after the population has expanded and is capable of seetxining hunting.

A fotal of 1754 highoms kave been transplanted within Montana from herds within the state (Table ).
An additional 93 have been sent out of state, with 46 going 1o Washington and 47 10 Onegon. The Sun River herd
has sccounted for £19 animals or 47% of the transplanied siock, with the Wildhorse Island and Lost Creck herds,
which are both introduced populahions, accounting for an additional 28% of the transplanted animals.
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Table 1. Mountain Goat Trapping &nd Transplanting, 1941-1996,
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Deep Croek, Teton Gounty
Desp Cresk, Teton County

Deep Craek, Teton County

Deep Croek, Telon County
Dwep Croek, Telon County

Dwep Creek, Teton County
Deep Cresk, Teton County
Deep Creek, Teton County

Sputh Fork Fiathamsd County
Omep Croek, Teton Courty

Desp Croek, Teton County
South Fark, Flathead Courty

Vian Lookout, Lake County

Bouth Faork, Flathead County
Gamyon Cresk, Boaverhoad Co.

Canyon Cresk, Baaverhead Co,
Soum Fork, Flathead Coungy

Camyon Cresk, Beaverhead Ca,
Canyon Creeh, Beinerhesd Co.

Camyon Cresk, Hesverhead Co,
Carrpan Creak, Beaverhasd Ca,
Gates of the Moundsins, L& C
Gamins of the Mountsns, L & C

Gates of thae Mourtains L & C
Gales of tha Mourisns, L& C

Caies of the Mourdnirs, L& C
Warhmgron
Cibymrgic Mafonal Park

Hatenal Bson Renga
Maticnal Bsch Renge

COympic Masenal Park

Crazy Meuntains, Sweel Grass Couny
Benchmark, Laves and Clark Courtty

Erarinath Mourtons, Skswater County

Crazy Mountaing, Swesl Grass County
Sguure Buties, Cholsau County

Stitwter Caryon, Stwater County
Bparipoth Mountaing, Shbsvuier County
West Fork Gallatin, Gallatin County

Cosorada
Stitwater Canyon, Silwater County

Mudsman Dam, Madsen Counby
Croiorada

Gabes of the Mounisns, L & C County
Gabtes of the Mountains, L & C County
Madman Dam, Madisen County

East Rosebud, Carbon County
East Rosehid, Carban Courty

Snowy Mourisrs, Fegus County
East Rpssbud, Caman Courtdy

Snowy Mountaine, Fergus Cownty
Saum Boulder, Jafferson Gounty

Elkhorn Wountains, Jeferesn County
Ml Creekt, Madison County

Ping Craek, Park County
Wiysming (Sybll reseanrch unit)

Elkkhom iWountains, Jeffarson County
Fires Craek, Park County

Elkhom Mountaine, Jeferson county
Pine Croek, Park County

Woif Crams, Madson Courty
Highlard Mesnbaing, Siver Bew Ca
Bridger Mounters, Gakatin County
ML Edith, Broacwater Courtty

Squme Buthes, Chotee County
ML Edith, Broadwaler Courty

Bnow Crest, Madson County
Diift Creek, Lincoin Courty
Couges Peak, Sandors Coundy

W, Fi Thompaon R Sanders County
Ratteunaks, Masouln Courty

Red Mourtain, Lewie & Clark County

Wyaming
W, Fk. Thompson R, | Sanders County
Copper Cresk, Livwss & Clark County
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