HISTORY OF TRANSPLANTING MOUNTAIN GOATS AND SHEEP - IDAHO

LLOYD E. OLDENBURG, ldaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG) PO, Box 15, Boise, ldahe 83707

TDFG initinted mountain goat (Oreamans americanus) transplants in 1960, 1962 and 1964 o reestablish
populations and 10 supplement remaant populations in vacant suitable habitst. The resubis of these 3 tansplants
mre the existing populations sl Echo Bay in Uit 44, the Sevea Devils arca of Unit 18 end tbe Pallsades anca of
Unit 67 in southeast Idaho, Also, 5 goats were given io Colomdo nd 6 goats wene given 1o Oregon.  Tweniy-
eight goats were tmnsplanted into ldoho from Olympic Mational Park in Washington (Table 1). Between 1960
mid 1994, 210 mowninin goats wore moved during 18 scparsie capture eperations witlan ihe siate.

Table 1. Rocky Mountain goat transplants in idaho, 1960-1895

Capiure Area Dale Rolaaie Arma MA FA MK FH T
Snow Feak GIZE & 70N SG0 Echo Boy Lni & (Mow Lind 4.4) 3 5 a Li] B
Bel Colorwdo 2 3 a 1] 5
il iwd Seven Devie, Unk 18 2 i 2 L] |
THaR2 Echo Bay 2 1 0 0 2
Tm-1004 Smven Deds 2 T o 1] g
e Echo Bay 4 3 90 o 7
e ielil ] John's Cr. 5. FicCinetr.Linit 15 4 4 a i} B
ST JohnE . Link 15 1 ) o 0 3
TRNGE iaroon Monarch Mis. Link & (now 44) Z s o 0 d
Taa-gma Pnisacdes Cr, Ling 67 3 ] 1] a ]
&7a Black's Camyon, Unit 67 ] a o i 3
Tm Lion Cr, Linit 1 1 1 o o 2
Snow Pank, BE9-THMI Eldham. s O 2 ] 1] o &
Unit 8 Brigle Cr. Linit 1 2 o 1] ¥] F
B21-J3E5 Lion Cr, Linit 1
6/26-29/M88 Parkes Cr. Unit 1 Q ] 1] ] -
Jack Cr,, Unit 27 u} 2 o o 2
BRAE2 Parker Cr., Lini 1 a 1 1] o i
A23-gmmT Cregon Bule, Unt 19 a ] ] o B
B28-7m4 Ball Cr., Lind 1 3 1] a L] 3
Ciympec Nas 15802 Patterson Cr, Uinid 37A 8 12 a o 20
Park, Wa 7rag Sevon Devile, Unit 18 a L a a a8
Elplay ML, amg Yiliama Cr., Unit 28 1 1 a o i
Ling 67 Tmn Fanther Cr., Linik 28 2 3 o F | T
7 Panthar Cr., Uni 28 1 4 o 1 L]
TR Panthar Cr, Unit 28 F # 0 1]
Blaire ME A Squans Top, Linit 21 d i o g 10
Lirit &7
TOTAL 23
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN BIGHORN SHEEFP

There have been 368 Rocky Mountain bighom theep transplanted 1o arcas within Idaho to either
recsiablish popalations in arcas where they wers extirpaiod in the carly 1900 or to bolster remnant populations.
Fourteen transplams have been made within the state involving 172 animals (Table 2), and 10 tansplants have
been made: o the: sinte from Wyoming, Oregon and Alberta with 196 bighoms being moved (Table 33, There
have been 3 mmasplanis made from ldaho to Oregon (4) and Wyoming (1) with 4% and 22 bighorms being moved
1o thess two states respestively (Table 4),

Table 2. Rocky Mi. Bighom sheep transplanted within Idaho, 1989-1596.

Caplune Ared Yuos Fiplamsn Ao Tortal Mo,
Margan Ci. 16869 Mahagany Cr,, Pahsmeanal Mis T
Panthar Cr. 1975 Granste Cr. Halls Can, 10
Panthar Cr, 1876 Grarda Cr. Hels Can. 11
Panthar Cr. 1478 Blue Dome, Birch Cr. ]
Panthat Cr 1978 Bhia Dams, Birsh Cr, 12
Pasithar Cr 169749 Barmard Cr. Hels Can T
Panthar Cr. 1081 Eua Diosiresy, Bireh Cr. 14
Panther Gr. 1682 Biua Domen, Birch Gr. 8
Fanther . 1862 Barch Cr. {Challs) B
Morgan Cr. 1688 Willama Cr. (Sadmon) ]
Morgan Cr. 1688 Rocky Can. [Besverhasd b, ) ir
E Fi Salmon R, 1GEH Morea Cr, (Pahaimerc) 13
Morgan Cf 1889 Sabway R 249
TOTAL ir2

Table 3. Rocky Mountain sheap transplanted into Idaho from ofhar areas, 1570-1966.

Coptung Arss fear Recass Anga Tokal Mo,
Banff haf. Park, Albars 1670 Mahogary Cr., Pehaimeiod M 24
‘Whishey Basin, Wyo. 167d Elbgw Can,, Borah M. 17
Whiskey Basin, Wyo. 16880 Jaggles Can., 1
‘Whiskey Badin, Wyo. 1683 Badger Cr., Lite Lost R, 18
Whiskey Basin, Wyo. 1684 Crimig L 17
Whiskey Basin, Wyo. 1584 Uncle ke Can., Litte Lost B 22
Lostne R., Ov. Rt Shoup, Salmon R 16
Lostne R., O, 1685 Rooky Can., Bedveihoad WMis. 2
Losane R, Oy 1585 Falts Gr., Fahsimedol M. 1B
‘Whiskey Basin, Wy, 1992 S-Crebios, Hells Can, 20
TOTAL 1688




Tabla 4. Rocky Mountain bigharn sheap transplanied from ldaho to other areas, 1870-1656,

Captun Area Waar Resnans Aran Total Mo,
Fanthar Cr. 1878 imnaha K., Or. 15
Panthear Cr, 1864 Imraha &, O 11
Fanthar Cr, 1684 Gimmnde Romnda /., Os. 11
Ebanezer Cr, Saimen R 1088 Minam F., O 12
Margan Cr. 1862 Shel Can, Wyo. 22

TOTAL Fil
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CALIFORNIA BIGHORN SHEEP

California bighom sheep were extirpated from Crhwyhee county and Tdaho about 1919 (Hanna 1978). The
IDFG ransplanted 19 Califormia bighoms from Williams Lakes, Beitish Calumibis wo the East Fork of the Owyhes
River drainage in 1963, This waa the first ol six tansplants and & 1otal of 74 sheep from British Columbia (Tabls
3).

Since 1980 when fve Coliffendn bighorms were trapped in the Linle Jacks Creek dminnge and releaced in
ithe Graniie Mouninins in Mevada, eleven groups of bighormns fotaling 205 animals have been captured and moved
to Novada, North Dakota and Oregon (Table 6). These transplants are all from the populations which resulted
from the initial & tansplants into the state.

Beginning in 1981, IDFG began mapping Califormia bighoms in the East Fork Owyhes River drainage
and Lisile Jocks Creek and refeasing them in vacant suiiable habitat elsewhere in the staie and have complated 11
transplants mvolving 130 ammals (Table 7). The resull of all transplants imte and within the stals resulied in there
now being an setimated 1200-1 500 Califomia bighoms in the area of the staie designoted for this subspecies of
bighom. In nddition the three states where transplonts have been mode also have populations which are a result of
the original traneplants inba ldaba,

Table 5. California Bighom Sheep Transplanted into idaho From Canada, 1863-1858.

Capture Area Year Reeamn Ajes Talsl He.
Wikams Lake, Briteh Columbsa 1863 Emd Fork Cregfiea R 16
1885 Ensd Fork Owayhioe L )
1088 Enst Farg Ceshes B 10
1667 Lt Jocks Car. 12
1084 Murphry Hot Sp. Jarbidge R 10
1888 Big Jacks Cr. 14
TOTAL 4
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Table 6. California Bighom Sheep Transplants Within the State, 1963-1896.

Caplure Arma Yoor Refnsea Arnm Total Ma.
Daap Cr. E Fit. Owyhina AL 1082 W, Fk. Brunoou R 12
E Fk Craryhes R 1684 W. Fk. Brunoou R 11
Lithe Jacks Cr, 1665 W, Fi. Bruneay R 1
Lita Jaseks Cr. 1R85 So, Fic Owwyhes B B
E. Fk Craryhes R 1888 Cabllomvasd Cr. Casasa Co, 15
Litta Jacks Cr, 1287 Colsmevond Cr. Coessts Co. 10
Litle Jacks Cir. 16848 Cobomyond Cr. Cessla Co. 14
E. Fk Dwyhes R, 18848 iBig Jacks Cr, 2
E Fl Owyhee R 1688 Big Jacks Cr. 24
E. Fk Cwyhes B 1880 W, Fk. Brunsau R 18
E Flk Owyhse R 1881 Dy Cr., Cossia Co, 11

Table 7. California Bigharn Sheep Transplanted Fram ldaha Ta Other States, 1853-1806.

Capture Aroa Yoar Reloasoe Arca Total Mo,
Litthe Jacks Cr 1880 Granie bs., Wy 5
E Fk Chyhes R 1801 Uippes Jarkedgs B, My, 12
E. Fi. Owhiess A =85 Snowioam ., My, B
E Fk Cwyhes R 1888 Snowstanm Mis., Ny, &
E Fk Owyhes A 1288 Jackeon M., Ny 2
Litle Jmcles i, 1588 L. Husmibaldt R, Ny 12
E Fik Owyhos R 1660 Hidoor Min . N.0O. 23
E Fi Cwwhaoa R, 160 Encwstonm M., My, 38
E Fk Owyhes R 15881 Badands, MO, s
E. FK Cwyhien R 1863 Batthe ML, Ny, 25
E Fk Owyhea R 19493 Denchites B, Or 35

TOTAL 205
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